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James Tracy was one of the ablest preachers of his day.
When and where he was born and raised we cannot learn,
As carly as 1842 he was a prominent man in the Brotherhood.
During the next fifteen years he served on the Standing Com-
mittee six times, and on many of the most important appoint-
ments. Owen Opperman says he came to Northern Indi-
“about 1852 and became our most active leader.”

He s said to have been of Irish descent, He is described
as a large man with a powerful voice. Though not an edu-
cated man, he was a natural orator, exerting a great influence
over his hearers. He used many illustrations, especially from
nature. He was a man of striking and positive characteristi

He seemed to have but one failing. He could not make
financial ends meet. But this s largely to be explained by his
great sacrifice for the church. He was a good carpenter, but
oiten lost work to fill appointments. He is known to have
walked for miles to preach a funeral after being refused con-
veyance by brethren who were too busy to stop their farm
work to take him.

His first work was at South Bend. From here he traveled
all through Northern Indiana, preaching the Gospel and help-
ing to organize churches. When the Rock Run church was
organized they offered him a home to move in their midst. He
was not to enjoy this long, for he soon sickened and died,
April 30, 1857. He was only about 57 years old. What his
brethren thought of him can best be gathered from a letter
written to. The Gospel Visitor, May 3, by Elder Frederick P.
Lo
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voice may still be heard in the still and silent hours of the
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[image: image3.png]with lung fever. He staid with him a few days and went home
unwell. The doctor was called, but the fever could not be
baffled. Though he had no presentiment of death, yet he called
for the elders of the church and was anointed in the name of
the Lord. On the 30th he breathed his last; the day following
was the funeral.

“As he had requested David Miller, from Portage, some
time back, to preach his funeral if he should die first, he and
Jacob Miller did so, and were listened to by a large concourse
of people, though we had to stand exposed to a heavy shower
of rain, the house being full of women,

“ Not very soon will James Tracy be forgotten. His voice
will still be heard. His preaching was so plain, his arguments
5o for e went, wherever he preached, b
leit a lasting impression on the minds of those who saw and
heard him. As a counselor in the church he scarcely had a
superior. As an advocate of the truth, all who ever heard
him will testify to his ability. His social friendship many of
us will never forget. Those who have ever gone to his house
depressed in spirit or troubled in mind, were relieved and
encouraged by his conversation, which was always in heaven.
His lbors for his Master engaged his whole soul. The misery
of mankind filled his heart. Neither heat nor frost, neither
rain nor snow, ever deterred him when he was called, or an
appointment was to be filled, even to the detriment of his poor
nd bereaved family.”

James Tracy had two sons and four daughters. One son
died in infancy. The other son, John, moved to Nebraska, and
became a lawyer.
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