






















































































Anabaptist teachers travelled about and taught. Many 
Waldenses lived in the Alpine valleys 

required by the church. Religion of 
the heart was being lost and was 
being replaced with ritual. 

There were many restless hearts 
who were not satisfied. There was a  

continual seeking for the truth. 
There were those who felt that if they 
could lay aside all earthly cares and 
give themselves completely to the 
church, they would satisfy the longing 
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remained for a number of years. 
Because he refused to recant any of 
the truths he had been preaching, he 
was burned in the public hippodrome 
in Constantinople. During this time, 
many Bogomils were burned or 
imprisoned for life because they 
refused to give up the faith. 

There is no evidence that these 
Christians were guilty of any wicked 
practices. It was generally admitted, 
even by their enemies, that their stan-
dard of life and morality was superior 
to that which prevailed around them. 
These were the practices which 
attracted many who failed to find that 
which satisfied them in the state 
church. Their churches had neither 
bells nor altar, but only a table upon 
which lay a copy of the Gospels. A 
part of the money earned by the 
brethren was set aside for the relief of 
those who were sick or poor among 
them, as well as for the support of 
those who traveled to preach the 
gospel among the unconverted. 
These Christians kept contact with 
their fellow believers in Italy, France, 
Bohemia, Flanders, England, and in 
other parts of Europe. 

fllbigenses 
In southern France, northern 

Spain, and northern Italy, there were 
groups known as Albigenses, or 
Cathars (the pure). They were bold in 
reproving the priests and members of 
the Roman church for their idolatry. 

Pope Innocent III reigned from 1198 
to 1216. During his papacy, the 

Roman Catholic Church reached its 
greatest heights of temporal power. 
Pope Innocent III, like Pope Urban 
II, launched persecution against the 

Waldenses and Albigenses. 

They believed the priests were using 
the church as a means to gain power 
for themselves. The system of rule 
with the pope as the head came to be 
known as the papacy. The Albigenses 
claimed that the papacy had come 
between God and the people. They 
taught that each individual was able to 
come directly before God. They lived 
self-denied lives according to the 
teachings ofJesus and His disciples. 

The Albigenses were very numer-
ous by the year 1200. In 1208 Pope 
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Innocent III ordered a crusade to 
exterminate them. The bloody years 
which followed have scarcely been 
paralleled in history. Town after town 

was destroyed and everyone murdered 
regardless of whether they were men 
or women, old or young. By 1229 the 
Inquisition was in progress; within 100 

Many true Christians were burned at stake during 
the Inquisition. Christians were offered leniency if they would 
recant, and often they were tormented with such offers until 

their dying moments. 
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Some of the Waldenses found refuge in the 
high valleys of the Alps. 

tive Church were 
characteristic of the 
Waldenses. Because 
the Waldenses were 
so numerous, they 
were included when 
Pope Innocent III 
organized a crusade 
to eliminate the 
Albigenses from the 
world. The result was 
that Waldenses were 
scattered throughout 
Europe, where they 
survived in small 
groups. However, 
great numbers died 
in this persecution, 
praising God in con-
fident assurance of a 
blessed resurrection. 

In 1415 a group 
of Waldenses 
became tired of the 
persecution by the 
pope and his sol-
diers. They decided 
to do something 
about it. They orga-
nized an army which 
went out to fight the 
pope's army. This 
group of Waldenses 
won, but their 
brethren rejected 
them because they 
had rejected the doc-
trine of nonresis-
tance. 
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Some of the Waldenses found 
refuge in the high valleys of the Alps, 
where some who are known by this 
name are still to be found. 

About 1440, the printing press was 
invented. The first printing presses 
were chiefly used in printing the 
Bible. Erasmus of Rotterdam was a 
well-known scholar and writer of that 
time. His greatest work was the publi-
cation of the Greek Testament with 
the new Latin translation accompa-
nied by many notes. One hundred  

thousand copies were sold in France 
alone. Now people were able to read 
the very words that had brought salva-
tion to the world. Christ and the 
apostles became known to them 
through the printed page. Many 
printers and translators were forced 
to work secretly so the Bibles and 
other Christian books they were pro-
ducing would not be seized and 
destroyed. 

Although the printing press made 
the Bible more available, the rulers, 

The printing press was invented about 1440. The first presses were 
mainly used for printing Bibles. 
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who were governed by the pope, used 
all available means to prevent the 
people from getting copies of the 
Word of God. By keeping the people 
in ignorance, they were better able to 
control them. 

Erasmus of Rotterdam issued an 
edition of the Greek New Testament 

in 1516, making the orginal text 
widely available for the first time. 
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UhichZwingli(1484-1531) was a 
leading figure in the Reformation 

in Switzerland. 

teachings, though, lived on, and 
Protestant churches were formed, 
although part of the country 
remained true to the Catholic church. 
As a country, Switzerland did not 
insist on everyone accepting the same 
religion, so Switzerland remained 
neutral in the many wars that followed 
the Reformation throughout Europe. 

Jo h n (9cilvin 
Another famous Protestant 

reformer arose in France. John Calvin 
became a Protestant in 1533. Under 
pressure to give up his beliefs he fled 
to Switzerland, where he published 
the most influential book of the 

Reformation, Institutes of the Christian 
Religion. Calvin's beliefs, known as 
Calvinism, spread through France, 
Germany, the Netherlands, and 
Scotland. Many denominations were 
influenced by his teachings. 

The Protestant Reformation 
brought big changes to Europe. There 
were religious wars between the 
Protestant states and the Catholic 
states. It was not long until some of the 
Protestant states divided into indepen-
dent nations. This conflict between 
Catholics and Protestants caused the 
Thirty Years War, which took place 
from 1618 to 1648 and cost many lives. 

The Thirty Years War brought 
problems to the Anabaptists because 
they refused to take part in the wars. 
Because of this, the Anabaptists, later 
called Mennonites, moved from coun- 

John Calvin (1509-1564) of France 
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The Reformation began when Martin Luther nailed his 
95 theses to the church door at Wittenburg, Germany. This 
writing openly challenged many of the corrupt practices of 

the Roman Catholic Church. 
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Menno Simons (1496-1561) born into 
a Dutch peasant home, God spared 

his life in spite of the great danger he 
lived under constantly. He died a nat- 
ural death at about 66 years of age. 

was teaching people a wrong idea? if 
this idea was wrong, might there be 
others which were wrong, also? 

After struggling with these ideas 
for a couple of years, he decided to 
seek for the truth. He asked advice of 
other priests and those superior to 
him in rank and study, but no one 
could supply him with substantial 
proof that the way he had been 
taught was right. Finally, he risked the 
disapproval of his superiors and fel- 

low priests by turning to that almost 
forbidden book, the Bible. Imagine 
his surprise and dismay to find that 
the Bible contained nothing of the 
Catholic church's teaching of the 
mass! Now what? He had been very 
carefully taught that not to believe 
the teachings of the Catholic church 
would result in eternal death. 
However, the teachings of that church 
and the Bible did not agree! What 
should he do? 

Menno Simons himself wrote that 
he had received help from the writ-
ings of Martin Luther. Luther taught 
him that to violate the command-
ments of men would not result in 
eternal death, but to violate the com-
mandments of God would. Menno 
did not become a Lutheran, but he 
was always thankful to Luther for 
teaching him to obey God rather 
than man. 

Now that Menno Simons realized 
that the mass was not scriptural, he 
began to question other beliefs. As he 
studied the Bible more, he began to 
include it in his sermons. He had not 
thought of leaving the church, but he 
wanted to correct the errors in it. He 
was not ready to give up his position 
and salary. Menno wrote that he still 
loved the world, and the world him. 
In the next several years, he became 
more enlightened by the Scriptures 
and more aware of the Catholic 
church's error. 

In the nearby city of Leeuwarden, 
in the year 1533, a tailor named Sicke 
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strength to his bitterly persecuted peo-
ple for more than twenty-five years. 

Menno Simons began to preach 
openly, in the name of the Lord, 
truths that were now his heartfelt con-
victions. These included repentance, 
a new faith, believers' baptism, and 
the Lord's Supper. He preached 
against the evils of the Catholic 
church from its pulpit. The interest-
ing part of this is that he continued 
to preach this way for nine months 
without hindrance. By then Menno 
realized he could not reform the old 
church and could no longer continue 
his obligations to it. He voluntarily 
gave up his pulpit and his charge and 
left the village of Witmarsum. It is 
thought that on Sunday, January 30, 
1536, he preached his farewell ser-
mon and left his hometown.' 

After Menno Simons' baptism, he 
continued to read the Scriptures to 
understand better God's will for his 
life. The brethren with whom he wor-
shiped recognized his God-given gift 
and ability. A group of brethren came 
to him and requested that he accept 
the call to be a minister and preach 
the gospel. Menno hesitated. He real-
ized it would be dangerous; he would 
be a hunted man. But even more, he 
felt his own weakness and inabilities. 
Menno prayerfully considered the call 
and came to the conclusion that God 
was calling him. He was ordained to 
the ministry shortly thereafter, proba-
bly by Obbe Philips in 1537. 

Menno Simons soon realized his 

Interior view of a Mennonite church 
in Witmarsum that was built early in 

the eighteenth century. 

need of a companion in his life and 
work. God gave him a wife, Gertrude, 
to fill this need. We know they had at 
least one son and two daughters. Most 
of their life on earth was spent as fugi-
tives. To give them food or lodging 
was declared a criminal act, punish-
able by death. In 1541, a large reward 
was offered for his arrest. They moved 
to northwest Germany two years later, 
where there was more religious free-
dom for a time. However, this ended 
in 1546. That year a house was confis-
cated because the owner had leased it 
for a short time to MennO's wife, who 
was sick at the time. In 1549, Klass 
Jantz, who was not a believer, was exe-
cuted because he had entertained 
Menno in his home. 

During Menno Simons' lifetime, 
he wrote twenty-four books and pam-
phlets. It was often a dangerous and 
difficult task to get these printed. A 
secret print shop at Lübeck in the 
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Dietrich (Dirk) Philips (1504-1586) 
was Menno Simons' friend, colleague, 

and fellow-bishop. 

Netherlands was used for this work. 
When this place was discovered by the 
authorities, the printer escaped, but a 
large quantity of Menno's books were 
found. The printer soon was at work 
again far away in a new hiding place. 

Toward the end of his life, Menno 
Simons found refuge in the large 
estates of a nobleman in Holstein, 
which was then a province of Denmark. 
There he and his family lived until the 
end of his life. Menno could leave his 
family there in safety while he spent 
much of his time traveling and laboring 
in Holland and Germany. 

Menno Simons died peacefully in 
his home January 31, 1561, when he 
was sixty-six years of age. He was 
buried in his own garden. Truly God 
blessed the labors of this man who 
became willing to step down from an 
exalted position as a priest to become 
a pilgrim and a stranger. 

At the time Menno Simons left the 
Catholic church there were two broth-
ers, Obbe and Dirk (Dietrich) Philips, 
who were influential leaders of the 
Anabaptists. Obbe traveled extensively, 
preaching, baptizing, and ordaining 
ministers. One of those he ordained 
was his own brother, Dirk. Obbe, how-
ever, accepted false doctrine later in 
his life and fell away from the truth. 

Dirk Philips worked together with 
Menno Simons and believed as he 
did. He also wrote numerous booklets 
to explain the faith to others. These 
booklets have been compiled in one 
book, Dietrich Philip Hand Book. One 
thing he wrote was that the 
Anabaptists are not "founders of 
sects" and "we are one with the true 
church of God, which was from the 
beginning." He continued preaching 
and teaching until the end of his life, 
seven years after Menno died. 

In these men the Church found 
leaders who strengthened and led her 
during a very difficult time. 

1. The Complete Writings of Menno Simons, "A Brief Biography of Menno Simons," p.  12 
2. Ibid. pp.  12-14 
3. Dietrich Philips, Dietrich Philip Hand Book LaGrange, Ind.: Pathway Publishing Corp., 1978, 

p. 145 
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Map D 
Area of Menno Simons' life and Ministry. 
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Cathedral in Münster where cages were 
hung above the steeple clock to display the 
bodies of Anabaptists who took up arms to 

defend themselves. 

disease threatened to wipe them out. 
At first they slaughtered the horses 
for food, then dogs and cats, and 
finally mice, rats, or anything that 
could be eaten. As starvation came 
on, they ate leather, leaves, and grass 
for their daily food. By the iime 

Münster was taken, famine, disease, 
execution, and suicide had brought 
their numbers down to only a few 
hundred. Those who were still alive 
were killed by the sword, except for a 
few of their leaders. Jan van Leiden, 
together with Bernard Knipper-

dolling, was taken captive. 
Later they were sent 
through all the towns of 
northwestern Germany as 
criminal exhibits. Finally, 
after severe torture, they 
were publicly executed as 
dangerous criminals. Their 
bodies were then placed in 
iron cages which were sus-
pended from the towers of 
St. Lambert's church. They 
were left there, exposed to 
the public gaze, until they 
rotted. Their bones lay 
bleaching in the sun for 
many years as a warning to 
the passerby.2  

77 te jonsts 
The Jorists, who were 

followers of David Joris, 
arose after the fall of 
Münster. Joris was baptized 
into the Church in 1534. 
In time he lost true spiritu-
al life and began to teach 
false doctrine. He believed 
himself to be a great 
prophet who could add 
new teachings not taught in 
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CHAPTER 17 

lifter Menno Simons 

he last few chapters have 

IIJ shown that during Menno 
Simons' life the Mennonite 

Church enjoyed much growth. One 
of his fellow ministers is said to have 
baptized over 10,000 converts; Menno 
himself baptized nearly that many. 
The Mennonites were the most 
numerous of all the non-Catholic 
churches in Holland. Many 
Mennonites had settled in other parts 
of Europe. Many of those who were 
called Waldenses and Anabaptists 
came to be called Mennonites. 

After Menno Simons died in 1561, 

there was still persecution, although it 
was becoming less severe. Anneken 
van den Hove was the last person to 
suffer martyrdom in the Inquisition in 
the southern part of the Netherlands. 
She was buried alive in 1597. 
Although after this time many were 
still imprisoned or banished from 
their homelands, persecution for reli-
gious reasons became less and less. 

Holland was the first country favor-
able to the Mennonite Church. By the 
year 1581, persecution was almost 
nonexistent Prince William III of 
Orange, who had come into power in 

1597 Last martyr 
in Holland 

1561 Death of 
Menno Simons 

1632 Eighteen 	1660 Martyrs Mirror 
Articles of Faith 	published 

  

Waldenses 

Anabaptists 

Mennonites 
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William HI of Orange, tolerant Dutch 
leader, later became king of England. 

Holland, was a kindhearted ruler who 
saw the injustice of persecuting a people 
who would not harm anyone. Thus the 
Mennonites found a friend in Prince 
William. This is an example of how God 
can put it into the hearts of rulers to be 
just and good to His people. 

As persecution decreased, prosper-
ity increased. Some members became 
permissive and liberal, and, under 
these conditions, it was difficult to 
maintain unity. A few leaders became 
unwilling to maintain church disci-
pline as Menno Simons and other 
Church leaders had taught. It has 
been said in reference to the children 
of Israel, "Prosperity brought spiritual 
poverty" So it was at this time. The 
Waterlanders were the first to become 
lax in church discipline. 

The Holland Mennonites were 
known as Flemish, Frisians, and 
Waterlanders. These distinctions were 
according to the area in which they 
lived. However, in time these geo-
graphical distinctions became party 
names because of differences in 
belief and practice.' 

One outstanding Church leader in 
this period was PeterJ. Twisck, born in 
1565. He wrote the Thirty-three Articles 
of Faith, which are still in use today. He 
also wrote a pamphlet entitled The 
Peaceful Kingdom of Christ. Peter J. 
Twisck was married to a granddaugh-
ter of Menno Simons and had ready 
access to Menno Simons' writings. He 
made much use of these writings. 

Another minister whose name is 
familiar is that of Thieleman J. van 
Braght. About 1659, he finished com-
piling the Martyrs Mirror. 

The Martyrs Mirror is a valuable 
book with a reliable compilation of 
accounts of many who have suffered 
and given their lives for the faith. It 
tells about the Lord Jesus' death and 
resurrection and recounts examples of 
the apostles and the early Church, con-
tinuing through the succeeding cen-
turies. The emphasis of the Martyrs 
Mn'roris on those martyrs who had 
repented of their sins and were bap-
tized upon the confession of their faith 
in Jesus Christ. They left a living testi-
mony of being nonresistant Christians. 

Not only is the Martyrs Mirror an 
account of the suffering of Christians, 
but it gives many insights into the 
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Castle at Antwerp, Belgium, where many Anabaptists were imprisoned for their 
faith. Prisoners were kept in dungeons under the castle where the light of day 

never reached, and they were treated with great cruelty. 

beliefs they maintained. In testi-
monies to the persecutors and in let-
ters to their own families, they left a 
witness of their convictions. 

Thieleman J. van Braght was con-
vinced that the Church would always 
continue on its original foundation 
until the end of the world. He made 
it clear that the true Church, at any 
given time, will hold to the teachings 
of the apostles as the New Testament 
records them. 

The proof of whether or not a 
church is that true Church will be in 
its doctrine and in the lives of its 
members. These must pattern after, 
and agree with, the New Testament 
Church. Menno Simons and the early 
Mennonites believed in the continuity 
of the Church from the time of the 
apostles. They believed that they were  

of that Church. This is the priceless 
heritage which they left for the gener-
ations that followed. 

After 1,600 years of the ravages of 

Thieleman J. van Braght, writer of 
Martyrs Mirror 
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Some historians doubt that there 
was any communication between the 
brethren in the Netherlands and the 
Swiss brethren in the sixteenth centu-
ry. It is true that it is difficult to trace a 
direct link through this period of his-
tor'. To seek evidence of this link it is 
necessary to look at the doctrines 
believed and taught by these brethren. 
The Eighteen Articles of Faith mentioned 
above are worthy of note in this  

respect. One of these, Article 8, states, 
"We believe in, and confess a visible 
church of God, namely, those who, as 
has been said before, truly repent and 
believe, and are rightly baptized; who 
are one with God in heaven, and right-
ly incorporated into the communion 
of the saints here on earth."' 

This was believed and taught by 
the brethren in the Netherlands. 
John Horsch says, "The Dordrecht 
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Anabaptist preacher teaching, as depicted in a drawing similar to this found in 
Martin Luther's Bible. 

other things, a very strict observance 
of the avoidance. Amman expelled 
different ministers who did not agree 
with him, as well as people whom he 
had never seen. Later the party of 
Amman confessed that they had 
acted rashly in expelling without the 
consent of their congregations. 
Attempts were made at reconciliation, 
but they were not successful. 

1. Mennonites in Europe, p. 263 
2. Martym Mirror, p.41 
3. Mennonites in Europe, p.  263 

Primarily the Mennonite churches of 
Alsace and some in Switzerland fol-
lowed Amman. They came to be 
called Amish. 

The doctrines of excommunica-
tion and avoidance are scriptural, but 
they should be practiced with much 
love and in harmony with the work-
ing of the Holy Spirit. 
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CHAPTER 19 

from Switzerland to flmerica 

s a result of the Reformation, 
Europe was divided between 
Catholics and Protestants. 

Both the Catholics and the Protestants 
persecuted the Anabaptists. Even after 
the death penalty was no longer pro-
nounced against the Mennonites, 
many ways were found to harass them. 
However, in Holland, North Germany, 
Prussia, the Palatinate, parts of 
Switzerland, and other areas of 
Europe, they remained and multi-
plied despite the efforts of the state 
churches to suppress them. 

Some of the difficulties encountered 
by the Anabaptists were blessings in dis- 

guise. Truth and error are in contrast 
and are more clearly defined in times 
of test. A firm commitment is required 
for Christians to remain faithful in such 
times of difficulty. Economic prosperity 
and freedom from persecution are 
often accompanied by spiritual decline. 
For an example, look at the Mennon-
ites of Holland. 

TTh (Decline of 
the Dutch Mennonites 

During the time of Menno Simons' 
life, the Mennonites of Holland were 
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Many immigrants came to America in search of religious freedom. After an 
arduous ocean voyage they began to settle in their new homeland and make a 
new life for themselves and their families. Many arrived destitute with only a 

few personal possessions. 
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CHAPTER 20 

The  fqrSt  (9entury in flmericci 

pproximately four or five thou-
sand Mennonite immigrants 
came to America during the 

years 1707-1756. They settled in 
Pennsylvania and the surrounding area. 
In 1725, various Mennonite leaders met 
to reaffirm the Dordrecht confession of 
faith as their accepted teachings of 
Bible doctrine. They wanted to be sure 
the Church would continue to follow, 
in teaching and practice, the faith of 
the Anabaptist forefathers. 

However, by the years 1750 to 1800, 
there was a growing concern among 
the leaders of the colonial Mennonites 
to maintain spiritual life among the 
congregations and to propagate the  

faith. One such leader was Bishop 
Henry Funk, an immigrant from West 
Friesland. He had a clear vision of the 
Church. Bishop Funk saw the necessity 
of scriptural discipline and church 
purity. He taught against the worldli-
ness of the times and encouraged the 
brotherhood to live in the simplicity of 
the gospel. 

During the French and Indian 
War (1756-1763), the principle of 
nonresistance was again put to test. 
The native Indians of the eastern 
United States began to fight against 
the settlers, who were gradually farm-
ing more and more of their hunting 
territory. The Mennonite settlements 

1776 Declaration of 
Independence 
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Indian raids were a constant threat. Early Mennonite settlers did not defend 
themselves, but rather tried to live peacefully with the Indians. 

in Virginia were prospering well until 
the Indians began raiding and plun-
dering their homes. The Mennonites, 
of course, did not take up arms to 
defend themselves as did others. 

One time a minister's home was 
raided. Minister Rhodes, his wife, and 
a son were immediately killed. 
Another son, who was a distance away, 
was shot as he climbed a tree to see 
what was happening. Two sons and 
two daughters were taken captive by 
the Indians, and three of them were 
killed. Another daughter fled to the 
barn to hide, carrying her baby sister 
with her. As the Indians prepared to 
burn the barn, she fled twelve miles  

through the country with her sister in 
her arms to her brother's home. The 
son who was taken captive and spared 
remained with the Indians about 
three years. He was finally able to 
escape and return to his own people. 

In 1776 the American colonies drew 
up the Declaration of Independence 
and declared themselves free from the 
control of England. The Revolutionary 
War which followed brought more diffi-
culties for the Mennonites. England 
demanded that these nonresistant peo-
ple support the British, while the 
American revolutionary forces sought 
support for their cause. The scriptural 
stand of nonparticipation in war was 
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often misunderstood as supporting the 
enemy. Also, when Christians would 
offer help and care to wounded sol-
diers from either side, they were consid-
ered traitors. 

The end of the Revolutionary War in 
1783 brought better conditions for the 
Mennonites. The new Constitution was 
built upon principles of religious free-
dom. It provided a system of govern-
ment that granted liberties and oppor-
tunities for the Church in America that 
have been a great blessing. 

fife in the 1700s 
What was life like in the 1700s? 

One of the first things Mennonites did 
as they settled in a location was to  

erect crude shelters that served as a 
house and barn combination. A gener-
ation or so later, these crude log hous-
es were replaced by fine stone houses, 
many of which are still standing today. 

The vast majority of these settlers 
were farmers, although there were 
skilled tradesmen among them. 
These hardy pioneers tackled the 
forests and cleared the land for farm-
ing. They raised grain among the 
stumps and used the well-watered 
meadows for pasturing their horses 
and cattle. They fished the streams. 
They trapped and hunted the woods. 
The women also worked very hard. 
They raised large gardens, wove flax 
into cloth, and made most of their 
household supplies and food. 

A pioneer family anxiously prepares for an Indian attack on their cabin, while 
the father tries to secure the door by nailing a heavy board against it. Some 
nonresistant settlers who did not make any effort to run, hide, or arm them- 

selves were spared when the warriors saw they would not fight. 
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CHAPTER 21 

John 1 	joldeman, 1 	[is Life and 19a11 

ohn Holdeman was born in 
Wayne County, Ohio, on January 
31, 1832. At the age of twelve, he 
was spiritually born again, but he 

did not remain faithful to this experi-
ence and fell into carnal living during 
the years following. On November 18, 
1852, he married Elizabeth Ritter. 
The next spring, in 1853, he got into 
great trouble about his sins. His bur-
den continued until August of the 
same year. During this time, he truly 
repented and reconsecrated his life. 

Upon finding forgiveness the dark-
ness lifted, the burden departed from 
his conscience, and he received ajoy-
ful light. A short time after this expe-
rience, he again came into a time of 
darkness which caused him to search 
and pray. He then went to his father 
for help, and was reminded that he 
had not received baptism. This gave 
John a great desire to be baptized 
and to become a member of the 
Church. In October, 1853, John 
Holdeman was baptized by Bishop 

John Holdeman's home, Wayne County, Ohio. 
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John Holdeman travelled much to visit, teach, and establish 
churches. Many of his travels were by train. 
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Abraham Rohrer and became a mem-
ber of the (Old) Mennonite Church.' 

John Holdeman said he received 
the Holy Spirit at the moment of his 
baptism. "For it overshadowed me as a 
soft cloud. 112  He then experienced a 
special power and love as he never had 
before. After being received into the 
Church, he began to study the English, 
German, Dutch, and Greek languages 
so that he could read the Scriptures 
and the writings of Menno Simons and 
Dietrich Philips in their original lan-
guages, and also other writings. 

During this time of study, John 
Holdeman soon became aware that 
the (Old) Mennonite Church was no 
longer faithful in upholding the 
gospel standard. He was surprised at 
how many had come into the Church 
unconverted. This caused him severe 
heartache and led him to appeal to 
the leaders of the Church to reestab-
lish those doctrines which had been 
ignored or forgotten. He stressed the 
need to be born again and to receive 
the Holy Spirit, that child-training 
should be practiced as taught in the 
Bible, that disobedient or unfaithful 
members should be disciplined, and, if 
excommunicated, that they should be 
avoided according to the Scriptures. 

The (Old) Mennonite Church 
referred to the Eighteen Articles of Faith 
as their confession of faith. However, 
it was explained to John Holdeman 
that some things, such as the avoid-
ance, were spiritual, not physical, thus 
denying the seventeenth article in the  

confession. This troubled John 
Holdeman; if they did not agree on 
all the articles, they should not send 
them into the world as their own. 

John Holdeman was not aware at 
this time of what God had in store for 
him. The concerns and admonitions 
he brought to the leaders were not 
being received. In 1851, he came to 
the conclusion that he would live as 
faithfully as he could in the (Old) 
Mennonite Church. Holdeman was 
not alone in his concern for the 
Church. One of their leaders, Peter 
Eby, at the time of his death in 1843, 
recognized that the Church had drift-
ed. He believed they should have 
practiced Church discipline as 
Menno Simons and Dietrich Philips 
taught, even if it would have melted 
them down to half their membership. 

One day John Holdeman clearly 
heard his name being called, but he 
saw no person. A few weeks later the 
same voice called his name again. His 
wife also heard the voice, and they 
were both impressed that this was 
something extraordinary or supernat-
ural. He resolved to answer the voice 
if it called again, but he never heard 
it after that. God revealed Himself in 
a special way a short time later. This 
came after a time of not being able to 
eat or sleep properly because of his 
great concern for the decay of the 
Church and the salvation of all con-
cerned. On the morning of January 
22, 1858, as he went into the kitchen 
and opened the door of the stove to 
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kindle the fire, he was touched by the 
Spirit of God. He then told his wife, 
by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
"This Sunday father and mother, 
brother and sister must come, and 
father will be converted, and this will 
happen before your eyes, so that you 
may believe." His wife answered, 
"This cannot come to pass, for your 
mother is sick so that she does not go 
from home."' 

The following Sunday afternoon 
eleven people came to John 
Holdeman's home, including his 
father and mother. (Through the 
marvelous providence of God, the 
impossibilities involving his mother's 
health had been removed, and she 
was able to come also). He spoke to 
them for two hours about the convic-
tions that lay so heavily on his heart 
concerning the decay of the Church. 
Holdeman's message made a deep 
impression on his father. The follow-
ing week he came to John Holdeman 
and said with tears in his eyes that he 
had found himself in error; he had 
repented and had been renewed in 
his vision.' 

Upon this experience, and not 
long after, a group of nineteen mem-
bers separated themselves without 
being excommunicated from the 
(Old) Mennonite Church and estab-
lished the Church of God in Christ, 
Mennonite. This Church is based 
upon the same foundation as the 
Apostolic Church, and the churches 
of the Paulicians, Waldenses, and the 

Anabaptist groups through the cen-
turies. God used men such as Menno 
Simons and John Holdeman as instru-
ments to reaffirm these beliefs and to 
lift them out of the worldliness which 
was trying to smother the Church. 

John Holdeman was not a very tall 
man. He was stockily built and had a 
long beard. He was a farmer by trade, 
but his call as a minister outweighed 
his occupation. He did much traveling 
to establish congregations and assisted 
in revivals in many churches in others 
parts of the United States and Canada. 

John Holdeman died in 1900 and was 
buried in the cemetary at Lone Tree 
Church near Moundridge, Kansas. 
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CHAPTER 22 

Carly growth and Development 

n 1858 John Holdeman began 
to take steps which led to the 
separation from the (Old) 

Mennonite Church. It was his desire 
that the faith of our fathers, "the faith 
which was once delivered unto the 
saints," should live on. 

The faith that John Holdeman 
embraced and which the Church has 
upheld through the ages believes that 
the Church of God can be distin-
guished by the truth, which is its 
foundation. God's Church can be rec-
ognized by the following: 
1. Only those who are truly born 

again may be baptized. Baptism is upon 
repentance and confession of faith. 
2. She has a history of peace, non-

resistance, and noninvolvement with 
secular government. 
3. Discipline of disobedient mem-

bers is practiced. 
4. Members practice separation 

from the world. 
5. Her members are bound by love 

and unity into a fellowship not found 
elsewhere. 
6. Feet washing and Communion 

are observed only after each member 
has carefully examined himself and is 
assured that his life is acceptable 
before God. 

7. Marriage is for life between one 
husband and one wife. 
8. Ministers are elected and 

ordained to teach and practice faith-
fully all the doctrines of Christ, the 
apostles, and the Church. 

John Holdeman was a reformer 
urging a return to the old ground, to 
the faith and foundation that the 
Church of God has stood on through 
the past centuries. He endeavored to 
labor on this foundation and fully 
embraced the Thirty-Three Articles of 
Faith and the Eighteen Articles of Faith. 
He also studied the teachings of 
Menno Simons and other Church 
fathers of that era, and he was in har-
mony with them. 

He was a prolific writer, in both 
the English and German languages.' 
The Mirror of Truth is one of his most 
outstanding writings. He wrote and 
published a confession of faith con-
sisting of twenty-three articles in 
which he set forth the reasons for his 
separation from the old church.' 

John Holdeman was a powerful 
preacher and evangelist, traveling 
much and preaching the truth, which 
planted conviction in many hearts. 

In 1859 John Holdeman, with 
those who shared the same vision, 
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A sketch of the "Johnny Holdeman" church in Wayne, County, Ohio. It was a 
small wood frame structure which could hold 60-100 people. It was used for 

worship for 4-5 years, after which the entire congregation left Ohio and 
moved to Jasper County, Missouri. 

united into a group that became 
known as the Church of God in 
Christ, Mennonite.' As more people 
were baptized upon the confession of 
their faith, the Church began to grow. 
The need for more ministers was 
soon evident. 

In 1862 Frank Seidner was elected 
and ordained to the ministry by the 
Church. The following year Mark Seiler 
was baptized; later he was also ordained 
to the ministry. By the fall of 1865 there 
were about twenty members. 

During this time, the Church had 
to endure many false and slanderous 
accusations, as it has from the begin- 

1. A History of the Church of God, pp. 161-176 
2. Ibid. p.  124 

fling. This is the testing fire that 
brings out the fine gold. 

Communion was held in 
November 1865. The Lord's Supper 
was observed, and feet washing was 
administered in the manner upon 
which they had agreed. 

The first conference was held in 
1868. Some weighty matters were dis-
cussed and agreed upon by the minis-
ters through the conviction of the 
Holy Spirit and the Word of God. 

By the grace of God, the Church 
began spreading into various states 
and Canada, as well as into other 
countries. This growth is continuing. 
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CHAPTER 23 

Mennonite Migrations 

I
n previous chapters, the early 
immigrations of Mennonites to 
America have been considered. 

Yet, while the Church was enjoying reli-
gious freedom in America, there were 
many Mennonites who remained in 
Europe. Some of them lost the faith as 
they drifted into worldliness and lost  

their vision of nonresistance, as well as 
other doctrines. Others among the 
Mennonites lost the true -vision of spiri-
tual life in Jesus Christ and became too 
rigid with rules and discipline. 

This chapter will not cover all the 
distinct Mennonite churches who fled 
from country to country. A brief his- 

S.S. City of Montreal, one of the ships which brought Mennonite immigrants 
from Russia to America in the 1870s. 
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Mennonite home with attached barn. 
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C H APT E R 24 

The growth of the Church 

ince the time of Christ, faithful 
Christians have been more con-
cerned about genuine conver-

sion and heartfelt consecration to 
God than about great numbers. God's 
people rejoice with the angels of 
heaven when people are willing to 
forsake the pleasures of this world 
and accept the abundance of spiritual 
life in Christ Jesus. 

There have been times when the  

Church grew rapidly and times when 
the faithful were very few.'Jesus 
referred to this when He said, "Strait 
is the gate, and narrow is the way, 
which leadeth unto life, and few 
there be that find it" (Matthew 7:14). 
There will be a great multitude in 
heaven (Revelation 7:9), including all 
the innocent children; yet of all 
people few choose to be saved. 
Throughout history, the Lord and His 

The first Lone Tree meetinghouse was a sod dugout. It had only two windows, 
and the dirt floor was four feet below ground level. The backless benches 

ran lengthwise. This structure was used from 1879-1880, and was located seven 
miles north of Moundridge, Kansas. 
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l/flei'nionites in tite United 

States in World War I 
The experiences of Noah 

Leatherman during the war give us 

an idea of what it was like in the 
United States for young men who 
faced the draft. 

Noah Leatherman, together with 
thousands of other young men, was 
called to register for the draft and to 

World War 1 was a difficult time for the peace-loving, nonresistant Christian 
because the government made no provisions for conscientious objectors. 
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Japanese airplanes dropping bombs on American 
naval ships stationed at Pearl Harbor, December 7, 

1941, caused the United States to enter World War II. 
The war ended with the surrender of Japanese forces 
September 2, 1945, after the United States dropped 

atomic bombs on two Japanese cities. 

CHAPTER 26 

The Christian in Time  of War 
World War II 

fter the years of the Great 
Depression in North America, 
agriculture and industry 

began to prosper. As people earned 
better wages and farmers realized 
more profits from their crops, they 
could afford to buy 
better clothes, build 
better homes, and 
enjoy more conve-
niences. But pros-
perous times did not 
prevent conflict 
between nations. 
Many people 
thought World War I 
would surely end all 
strife and no one 
would want war 
again. They were dis-
appointed. 

If everyone really 
served God and loved 
his fellowmen, there 
would be no war. 
However, some rulers 
of the nations of the 
world desire to be 
great and powerful. 

They wish to conquer other nations 
and lands and become richer. Some 
wars are fought to defend a country's 
borders, while other nations go to war 
in revenge to punish another country. 
Some leaders, like Adolf Hitler of 
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Some COs served in forestry camps. 
Firefighting was one of the kinds of 

work they performed. 

pened that the beer was sold out, so 
he was not put to the test. Later, the 
boys took off their belts and began to 
beat the brethren with belts and fists. 
One brother was pulled aside and was 
threatened to be killed if he did not 
change his mind and go to the army. 
He earnestly prayed to God, who 
answered his prayer for help. 

In some areas, the local officials 
were very harsh toward the COs. They 
considered it unfair that some young 
men would not have to fight for their 
country. Some of the conscientious 
objectors were imprisoned for a period 
of time, including several brethren of  

the Church. These indignities provided 
opportunities to witness of their beliefs 
and their love for all mankind. 

In Canada also, the COs were 
required to render some public ser-
vice in lieu of military service unless 
they were granted a farm leave. Those 
who were fortunate enough to 
remain on their home farms were 
required to make a monthly payment 
of money to the Red Crass. At the 
outset of the war this alternative ser-
vice was for a period of only three 
months, but this was later increased, 
and many young men spent consider-
ably more time away from home, 
working mostly in forestry duties in 
public parks. Although some officials 
in charge of these camps were critical 
of the COs, there were no reports of 
major physical harassment. 

In 1945 the war was over, and con-
scientious objectors were privileged to 
return to normal life. 

Though the bombing and bloodshed 
were over, the effects of the war were to 
be felt for many years. The war-torn 
countries were left with much poverty 
and ruin. Homes were shattered. Many 
husbands and fathers had died, leaving 
widows and orphans destitute. 

The suffering caused by the rav-
ages of war touched the hearts of 
many people, moving them to send 
relief in the form of money, food, and 
clothing to twelve European countries 
and Egypt. The Church of God in 
Christ, Mennonite, also contributed 
to this relief work through the 
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Civilian Public Service camp at Fort Collins, Colorado. This camp was administered by Mennonite 
Central Committee, and there were more than 400 young men who were stationed at this camp at one 
time or another. Thirty-six different religious denominations were represented. The work consisted of 

projects directed by the Soil Conservation Service. 





Large ruined structures in the center of Warsaw, 
Poland told of the terrible destruction that had taken 
place during the war. New buildings erected after the 

war are shown in the background. More than 16 
million soldiers died in World War II, along with 

countless civilians. 

CHAPTER 27 

1/ie (0-10ontinuing Peace Witness 

orid War II ended in 1945, 
and the young men who 
served in the government's 

Civilian Public Service (CPS) projects 
returned home to be reunited with 
their families. The Church turned its 
attention from the young men in CPS 
camps to other needs. 

Many people were left homeless 
and destitute of food and clothing by 
the devastation of the war. The 
Church responded to their need by  

sending materials for relief to these 
areas. The Mennonite Central 
Committee (MCC), an agency which 
helped all Mennonite churches in the 
aid of those suffering from the war, 
was very helpful in distributing these 
commodities. 

The end of World War II ushered 
in an era of peace and continued pros-
perity. This brought some new prob-
lems, but it was also a blessing. The 
mission outreach was increased during 

this time of peace and 
prosperity. The next 
chapter explains more 
about it. 

The nations of the 
world, though tired of 
war, soon became 
tense as the com-
munist countries tried 
to further their aims. 
By 1948, the United 
States began to 
rebuild its armed 
forces. In 1950, a 
shadow came over the 
United States as it 
became involved in 
the Korean War. The 
draft was soon rein-
stated. In lieu of miii- 

4 
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tary service, young men with nonresis-
tant convictions were allowed to serve 
two years in hospitals and other pub-
lic services. The MCC was helpful in 
finding places of service, and a unit 
was opened in Roseburg, Oregon, 
where young men worked in a veter-
an's mental hospital. This came none 
too soon. Within months, a law was 
passed requiring those drafted who 
had received a conscientious objec-
tor's classification to serve in the 
nation's health, safety, or interest. 
Other units were opened, and many 
young men served as aides in mental 
and general hospitals. Some served 
their terms as maintenance men and 
schoolteachers in the Church's mis-
sion programs. An experimental farm 
near Tucumcari, New Mexico, provid-
ed opportunity to others. 

The Canadian government did not 
become involved in the Korean con-
flict. Although there was not a draft, a 
number of young Canadian brethren 
gave their service in various projects 
and so added their testimonies to the 
peace witness of the Church. 

Many experiences are given in the 
History and Report of the 1-WProgram. 
This book tells of an instance where 
brethren were attacked by mental 
patients where they worked. The 
patients had obtained a knife, and 
some brethren were stabbed when 
they came to the help of a fellow 
aide. The doctors testified that some-
one greater than humans had saved 
the brethren. 

Many people were left homeless and 
hungry as a result of war. 

It was during this time that the 
Church organized the Preparatory 
Classes for young men entering ser-
vice. The young men needed to pre-
pare for their future work in public 
service projects. A class for this pur-
pose was established in the mission 
house at Tucumcari, New Mexico. 
This program of teaching is still in 
use today. The classes are hosted by 
various congregations. Many young 
men from the United States and 
Canada participate. It has been help-
ful for those entering service, and 
good for all who have gone for their 
own benefit in preparation for life. 

In 1961 Vietnam was the scene of 
conflict which finally involved various 
nations of the world. The United States 
government continued to grant COs 
the opportunity to serve in humanitari-
an work in lieu of military service. 
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In 1965 there was a large increase 
in the number of boys called to ser-
vice due to the mounting involve-
ment in the Vietnam war. The num-
ber of young men serving through 
the Church agency called Christian 
Public Service (CPS) continued to 
increase until 1969, when it peaked 
with 129 men in service. 

Many of the young men in public 
service projects received wages, but 
some did not. Two alternative service 
programs came into use. In one, the  

brethren were allowed to keep their 
pay. The other program was called 
Voluntary Service. Young men in this 
program did not keep their wages, 
although they received a small 
monthly allowance. Their wages went 
to the maintenance of their units and 
to charitable causes Through 
Christian Public Service. 

There was a growing concern that 
the peace witness could be improved 
by having only one program. In the 
1967 Conference it was decided that 

On the way to market in Haiti. Tuberculosis and malnutrition treatment 
centers have been operated in Haiti to alleviate suffering and to render 

humanitarian aid. 
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CHAPTER 28 

rulfiffing the sreat Commission 

ust before Jesus ascended to 
heaven, He gave His disciples 
this charge: "Go ye therefore, 
and teach all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost" 
(Matthew 28:19). Earlier in His min- 

istry He had prophesied that the 
gospel would be preached, or pub-
lished, throughout the whole world. 
Since that time the Church of God 
has tried to fulfill that commission. 

John Holdeman believed that the 
Church of God in Christ, Mennonite, 

Philippines. Meeting places for worship are much like houses built of coconut, 
bamboo, and nipa palm. 
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would take the gospel to many parts 
of the world. However, from the time 
of his death in 1900, until 1921, there 
was little organized mission activity in 
the Church. At the General 
Conference at Greenland, Manitoba, 
held in October 1921, the following 
decision was made: "That according 
to the words ofJesus, 'Go and teach 
all nations,' more should be done to 
spread the Gospel." Five ministers 
were chosen for this work: Hiram J. 
Mininger and Fredrick C. Fricke, both 
from Michigan, Isaac N. Mastre from 
North Dakota, and Frank H. Wenger 
and John A. Koehn from Kansas.' 
These men actively promoted the 
early mission efforts of the Church. 

In addition to conducting preach-
ing tours in the United States and 
Canada, the Church's attention was 
drawn to mission possibilities in 
Mexico in about 1930. This followed 
a move in 1927 of four Koehn broth-
ers, Benjamin, Henry, Edward, and 
Cornelius and their families. These 
families moved from Oklahoma to 
the state of Chihuahua in Mexico, 
where they had purchased a tract of 
land. Partly to visit the Koehns, and 
partly to investigate mission possibili-
ties, Mm. John A. Koehn of 
Montezuma, Kansas, began making 
evangelistic trips to Mexico. Through 
his efforts and those of the Koehn 
families who lived there, the first 
Mexican convert, José Francisco 
Parra, was baptized in 1934. Because 
the possibilities continued to expand, 

African village. Mission workers have 
taken the gospel to remote areas. 

mission workers were sent to establish 
direct mission work in 1941. The 
early workers became involved with 
health needs, and for a time a hospi- 
tal and schools were a part of the mis-  4 

sion work. Mission efforts have con- 
tinued in various areas of Mexico 
since that time. The Church there 
has become well established, and in 
1994 reported 367 members. 

Developing together with the 
Church's mission outreach has been 
its literature program. In 1921, the 
Western District Mission Board was 
organized. A. L. Yost from Hesston, 
Kansas, was chosen as its chairman. 
This board was responsible for print- 
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Southern India has rolling hills, fertile soil, and sufficient rain for tea growing. 
The Church has had difficulty keeping mission workers in India because Hindu 

government officials do not welcome Christianity. 

ing and distributing gospel tracts. In 
1934 this work was given to the newly 
formed Church of God in Christ, 
Mennonite, Free Tract Association. In 
1935 they reported that they had dis-
tributed 10,000 tracts. A. L. Yost 
served as superintendent of the tract 
work from 1942 to 1959. In 1965 the 
board's name was changed to the 
Gospel Tract and Bible Society This 
work has grown steadily from its 
beginning. Tracts and other literature 
are furnished to a network of distrib-
utors worldwide. Distribution centers 
are operated in the United States, 
Canada, Brazil, Germany, Mexico, 

Nigeria, the Philippines, and Ukraine 
to satisfy the ever-increasing demand 
for literature. In 1994, over thirty-four 
million tracts were distributed, and 
also Bibles, New Testaments, Gospels, 
and doctrinal literature. 

Often the distribution of tracts has 
paved the way for personal mission 
work This happened in Nigeria in the 
early 1960s. Contact with those who 
had read the Church's literature 
prompted the General Mission Board 
to investigate interest in the gospel in 
Nigeria. At the General Conference 
held in 1959, it was decided to send 
men to investigate the possibilities of 
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mission work in Nigeria. J. A. Wilson 
and Harry Wenger were chosen to 
make this investigation. Soon several 
mission workers were sent to Nigeria. 
Mission work in Nigeria has contin-
ued, and the Church has grown and 
matured. In 1992, the Nigerian 
church numbered 271. Mission activi-
ty has since spread to other nations in 
Africa, with mission workers stationed 
in Ghana, Kenya, and Malawi. 

The Church has gone to other parts 
of the world as opportunities and cir-
cumstances have allowed. Community 
and agricultural development, and 
health services have been provided  

under the direction of a board known 
as Christian Service International 
(CS!). Ministering to physical needs in 
a Christian way has led to successful 
mission programs in numerous places. 

In 1961 Christian Service 
International (then called Christian 
Foreign Welfare), investigated possi-
bilities for projects of this kind in 
Haiti. As a result, the Haitian people 
responded to the gospel, and the 
Church was established there. 

In 1973 a preliminary visit was 
made to the Philippines, and the fol-
lowing year mission work began 
there. Material aid projects have 

Nigerian tract, Bible, and bookshop center in the downtown section of He Ife. 
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CHAPTER 29 

17 Church Throuqh  
Changing Times 

od is the founder and preserv-
er of the Church. He is an 
eternal being, and does not 
change. A thousand years are 

but as yesterday in His sight, and as a 

watch in the night. "For I am the 
Lord, I change not" (Malachi 3:6). 
"Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and 
today, and forever" (Hebrews 13:8). 

The Church is called "the house of 

If Cod's Church will keep the faith in purity, His protecting hand will guard her 
against the storms and tempests that rage. "Upon this rock I will build my 
church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it" (Matthew 16:18). 
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God's people have preserved and spread the faith. They have suffered 
persecution, moved to new continents, and endured changing times. The 

challenge remains to preserve the heritage for generations to come. 
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The cost of discipleship is the same as in ages past—surrending everything to 
Jesus and taking upon ourselves the shame of the cross of Christ, regardless of 

the cost or consequences. 
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