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Preface

This Is My Heritage teaches the history of the Church and describes a succes-
sion of doctrine by the true people of God through all time, fulfilling the words
of Christ, “the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matthew 16:18).

May this book help readers of all ages to realize that the true Christian’s life
is incompatible with a hostile, wicked world. Although we may enjoy freedom of
worship for a time, we have no promise that this blessing will continue to be
ours in the future. May our determination be like that of Moses, who chose
rather “to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjov the pleasures
of sin for a season” (Hebrews 11:25).

The cost of preserving the faith has been human suffering and sacrifice. May
our hearts be stirred to a greater appreciation for God’s love for His people
and for the preservation of this precious heritage, the “Church of the Ages,”
which is ours today.
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CHAPTEHR

Suffemng for @ [irist

T he history of the people of
Zi* God is a fascinating story of
- the power of God in the lives
of individuals from the beginning of
time until today. It is a story of victori-
ous faith that gave common people
like you and me great courage in fac-
ing all manner of difficulties and
hardships. In the Old Testament
there are many examples of this.

Noah faithfully built an ark while
the world scoffed and made fun. The
three Hebrews were thrown into the
fierv furnace because they took a
noble stand for God instead of bow-
ing to an idol. Daniel was thrown into
the lions” den because he bravely
praved to God in spite of a clever plot
to kill him. Manv of the prophets also
suffered great difficulties because of
loyalty to God in proclaiming the
truth. Elijah had to flee for his life
when he preached against the idola-
try of his times. Jeremiah. the weep-
ing prophet, was thrown into a cold
dungeon because he bravelv warned
the kings and the people concerning
their sins. Some of the prophets were
stoned, and others were slain with the
sword.

These are some of the witnesses
referred to in Hebrews 11:32-38. Here

Suffering for Christ

it states that the world was not worthy
of them. From the beginning, God
has permitted His people to be tried
and tested. It is like the refining of
gold. Just as gold needs to be purified
by the heat of fire, so we are purified

and improved by the heat of suffering.

Those referred to in Hebrews 11
were all Old Testament people. The
martyrs who suffered since the time
of Christ will now be considered.
Thousands have died for the truth.
The Martyrs Mirror tells of many of
them. These gave their lives as a sacri-
fice because of the faith. Thus the
faith, which is the pure doctrine of
God as taught in His Word and prac-
ticed bv His Church. was preserved
and handed down through the ages.
This is owr heritagr.

When the Chrisuan Church was
established. manyv people considered
it to be an outgrowth of the Jewish
religion. However, it did not take
long for them to learn otherwise. In
fact, the Jews themselves soon began
to persecute the Church.

Within thirtv vears after Pentecost,
the Church had spread from
Jerusalem into Asia, Greece, and on
to Rome. The Bible records the histo-
ry of the Church up to this time. but
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Nero, Roman emperor who persecuted Christians.

after this other sources must be relied
on for many of the facts.

Before Bible history closed, perse-
cution had already begun. It contin-
ued to plague the Christians for most
of the next fifteen centwuries. The
book of Acts records the deaths of
both Stephen and James, who were
the first of a long train of martyrs
who counted it greater gain to die for
Jesus than to live for themselves. At
first the persecutors were the Jews.
Then the Romans also began to per-
secute the Christians. Neither the

8

Roman Empire nor anvone else has
succeeded in stopping the spread of
the Christian faith. Notorious among
the first who wried was the Roman
emperor. Nero.

In 4.D. 64 fire broke out in Rome,
destroving much of the city. Nero was
suspected of personally planning the
fire. He was able to divert the blame
from himself to the Christians. The
Christians were already hated because
of their refusal to bear arms tor the
protection of Rome and because thev
would not bend their knees 1o Nero.

Chapter 1




This brought upon them cruel perse-
cution. Some were crucified; others
were stoned, beaten, spiked to the
ground, or thrown to wild dogs and
torn to pieces.

The apostle Paul was Nero’s pris-
oner and was kept in jail in Rome.
Roman law limited the torture of its
citizens but allowed the death penal-
ty. Paul, who was a Roman citizen, was
beheaded in A.D. 66 or 67. About this
time the apostle Peter was crucified
with his head down. This was his
request because he felt that he was
not worthy to be crucified in the
same manner as his Master, Jesus.
The apostle John died in A.p. 99. He
was the last of the apostles to die, and
he was the only one to die a natural
death. All the others died as martyrs.

How mightily God used these
taithful apostles! Even their deaths
caused more people to turn 1o God
and get converted. The early Church

Suffering for Christ

9

was established through their labors.
They wrote the books of the New
Testament. After their death their fol-
lowers carried on the faith.

The apostles taught their students
the teaching which they learned
directly from Jesus. John, especially,
was able to instill in his students the
needed love and respect for Jesus’
teachings that enabled them to con-
tinue the work as it was established by
Jesus. John knew the importance of
teaching them well, because they
would have to carrv on after he, the
last of the apostles, was gone. These
students are now called the Apostolic
Fathers because thev were contempo-
rary with the apostles.

The Church during the time of the
apostles and the Apostolic Fathers is
referred to as the Apostolic Church,
although this term is also used in this
book to denote those who followed in
the same faith and teaching.



CHAPTER 2

The flpostolic fathers

hristianity had now spread
throughout the entire Roman
Empire and beyond. There
were many leaders, but records
remain of only a few. Ignatius of
Antioch and Polycarp of Smyrna were
outstanding leaders and martyrs.
They lived at the time of John and
were privileged to learn from him.

]quutuﬁts

' Ignatius was sometimes called
Theophorous, which means Bearer of
God, apparently because he often
spoke the name of God. He has been

quoted as frequently saying, “The life
of a man is a continual death, unless
it be that Christ liveth in us.” Also,
“As a world hates the Christians, so
God loves them,” and “The crucified
Christ is my only and entire love.”

The Emperor Trajan had achieved
many victories for the Roman
Empire. He traveled to Antioch in
Syria to give thanks to the pagan
gods. He offered great sacrifices to
them, giving them the honor for his
victories. Ignatius went openly into
the pagan temple and reproved the
emperor for doing this.

The emperor was very angrv with

Death of
Birth of Deaths of John Death of Death of
Jesus Cructixion of Jesus Peter and Ignatics Polycarp
5BC = 27/30/33 AD. Paul 69 iz AD. 168
| | |
BC. | ADO A.D.100

The Aposties ¢ Jesus Crrst ‘

I

Nero of Rome
AD 37-68

The Apostolic Fathers
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Ignatius

Ignatius and had him arrested. Despite
his great power, Trajan did not harm
Ignatius there because he was held in
great respect by the people. The
emperor, fearing an uproar, gave
Ignatius over to ten soldiers, who took
him to Rome. In Rome, Ignatius was
cruelly mistreated, but he loved Jesus
so much that he constantly spoke of
Him. When asked whv he did so, he
replied, “My dear Jesus. mv Saviour, is
so deeply written in mv heart. that I
feel confident, that if mv heart were to
be cut open and chopped to pieces.
the name of Jesus would be found
written on every piece.”

When Ignatius finally stood in the
middle of the arena, he spoke boldly.

The Apostolic Fathers
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“O ye Romans, all you who have come
to witness with your own eyes this com-
bat; know ye, that this punishment has
not been laid upon me on account of
any misdeed or crime; for such I have
in no wise committed, but that I may
come to God, for whom I long, and
whom to enjoy is my insatiable desire.
For, I am the grain of God. I am
ground by the teeth of the beast, that I
may be found a pure bread of Christ,
who is to me the bread of life.”
Immediately after he had spoken these
words, two hungry lions were let out
into the arena. Ignatius was instantly
torn and devoured. Thus this faithful
martyr of Jesus fell asleep in A.p. 111,
happy in the Lord.

The Emperor Trajan



Polycarp

Polycarp was the last of the
Apostolic Fathers who was known to
have heard the apostle John speak
and teach. Whenever possible he had
associated with those who had per-
sonally known Jesus. He was a leader
of the church of Smyrna and was a
faithful teacher.

Because of Polycarp’s faithfulness
in teaching and winning many to the
way of Christ, soldiers were sent to
arrest him. He could have escaped,
but he would not. Saving, “The will of
the Lord be done,” the aged teacher
went to meet his captors. He was so

kind to them that some wondered
why they had to take a man like him.
“What need had we to make so great
haste, to apprehend such an old
man?” they asked.

The Martyrs Mirror says, “Polycarp
immediately had a table spread for
his captors, and affectionately urged
them to eat; begging them to allow
him an hour’s time in which to pray
undisturbedly in quiet, while they
were eating; which they granted him.
When he had finished his prayer, and
the hour was up, in which he had
reflected upon his life, and com-
mended the Church of which he was
the teacher, unto God and his

Ignatius stood in the arena and spoke boldly to those who came to witness his
death. Then two hungry lions were released.

12
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Saviour, the bailiffs placed him upon
an ass, and led him to the city.”

Because of his age, Polycarp’s cap-
tors seemed reluctant to see him die.
They repeatedly urged him to give up
his belief, but he would not. While
standing in the arena, he was given a
final chance to escape martyrdom. All
he had to do was to revile or curse
Christ to be set free. Polycarp
answered, “Fighty and six years have I
served Him, and He has never done
me any wrong. How can I blaspheme
Him, my King, who has saved me? I
am a Christian.”™

They threatened to destroy him
with wild beasts. Polycarp was
unmoved. They threatened to burn
him with fire. Polycarp answered,
“Bring on the beasts, or the fire, or
whatever thou mayest choose: thou
shalt not, by either of them, move me

. Compare this statement with Galatdans 2:20.

. Ibid.
4. Ibid. p. 113
5. Ibid.

to deny Christ, my Lord and Saviour.™
He was ordered to be burned.

Firewood and shavings were
brought and piled up in preparation
for a large fire. Polycarp removed his
shoes and undressed. The execution-
ers were going to nail him to the
wood, but he told them that was
unnecessary—God would keep him
there. Theyv tied Polycarp’s hands
behind his back and placed him on
the wood, where he prayed, commit-
ting his soul unto God. After he had
finished praying, the woodpile was lit.
The flames circled high above his
body, but Polycarp seemed to be hurt
very little by it. Seeing this, the execu-
tioner commanded that he be
pierced with the sword. So Polycarp
died by both fire and sword in the
year A.D. 156.°

1
2. Thieleman J. van Braght. Maorors Mirer Scottdale, Penn.: Herald Press. 1992, p.107
3

6. B. K. Kuiper, The Church in History: Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.,

1991, p. 10
7. Martyrs Mirror, p. 113
8. The Church in History, p. 10
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CHAPTER

The Church Fat hers

he Apostolic Fathers were
those who were contemporary
with the apostles and received
their instruction from them. The era
of the Apostolic Fathers was approxi-
mately A.D. 100 to A.D. 160. The
Church Fathers lived one generation
later, learning from the Apostolic
Fathers.

]ustiu ']'”,artyr

Justin was a worldly philosopher
before his conversion to Christ. He
studied much and reasoned about
what he read. Apparently he tried to

Crucifixion of Jesus
AD. 27/30/33

|

find and to understand truth by rea-
soning and meditating.

One dav as he was going to the
seashore to meditate, he met an old
man who taught him that true happi-
ness consisted in the saving knowl-
edge of the only, eternal, and immor-
tal God. He would never find God
through reasoning. After repeated
discussions with the old man, he was
led to a simple, trusting faith in God
through Christ.

In his writings, Justin tells us about
his conversion and newfound faith:
“Immediately a burning desire was
kindled in my heart, and a love for

Y
)
S

o

0

. A.D.100

A.D, 200

The Apostles of Jesus Christ

o)

|

The Church Fathers
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the Scriptures of the prophets and
those men who had been dear friends
of Christ, namely the apostles.” He
became a notable defender of the
Christian faith. He was able to portray
the gospel of Jesus Christ as being far
superior to the philosophies of the
world in his day.

In Justin’s writings there is one
example of early Christian worship.
“On Sunday a meeting is held of all
who live in the cities and villages, and
a section is read from the Memoirs of
the Apostles and the writings of the
Prophets, as long as time permits.
When the reading is finished, the
president, in a discourse, gives the
admonition and exhortation te imi-
tate these noble things.™

One day Justin entered a discus-
sion, or controversy, with a noted
philosopher named Crescens. Crescens
was confounded by the power of his
convincing arguments. This so enraged
him that he swore to avenge his defeat
with the death of Justin. Crescens suc-
ceeded in having Justin apprehended
and sentenced to death. He was
beheaded in a public ceremony. He is
often called Justin Martyr.

]l'BN(lElrlS

A disciple of Polycarp named
Irenaeus moved from Smyrna to
Lyons in Gaul (now France), where
he became the leader of the believers
in that area. He recorded the doctrine

Justin gave his life for his faith.

The Church Fathers
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of Christ as he had received it from
Polycarp, who learned it from John,
the beloved disciple of Christ. All writ-
ings were copied by hand at that time
because the printing press was not
invented until many centuries later.
These handwritten writings are called
manuscripts. Christians came to trea-
sure these writings, reading them over
and over. When valuable manuscripts
wore out with usage, they were care-
fully recopied, thereby preserving
their message for coming generations.

S T

The Hpostles™ Creed

Out of the writings of this period of
history came the Apostles’ Creed. The
word creed comes from the Latin word
credo which means “I believe.” A creed
is a statement of belief. The apostles
themselves probably did not write it,
but it is a summary of their teachings. It
was a valuable document of the Church
through the ages. It is as follows:

To give evidence, then, of the faith
professed by us, we declare, that we
believe in our heart, and confess with
our mouth:

The Flpostles™ Creed
1. I believe in one God, the Father. the
almightv Creator of heaven and earth.

Marryrs Mivron p. 112

2. And in Jesus Christ, His only-begotten Son,
our Lord.

3. Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, and
born of the virgin Mary.

4. Who suffered under Pontus Pilate, was cru-
cified, died, and was buried.

5. Rose from the dead on the third day.

6. Ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the
right hand of God, the almighty Father.

7. From whence He will come to judge the liv-
ing and the dead.

8. [ believe in the Holy Ghost.

9. 1 believe in a holy general Christian church,
the communion of saints.

10. Forgiveness of sins.

11. Resurrection of the flesh.

12. And an cternal life.?

This creed helps us to understand
and appreciate what the early
Christians believed. Such teachings
are known as doctrines. Many people
do not like doctrines because they do
not want to be told what to believe or
how to live. But doctrine is important
to the followers of Jesus. It is the
record of doctrine that identifies true
believers throughout historv. Also,
true believers in every generation
continue to do as Jesus commissioned
His disciples. "Teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded vou” (Matthew 28:20).
Thev seek to understand and obey all
gospel truth, thereby fulfilling Jesus’
words, “If ye love me, keep my com-
mandments” (John 14:15).

. Henrv H. Hallev. Halley's Bible Handbook, an Abridged Bible Commentary. Grand Rapids, Mich.:

1.
2
Zondervan Publishing Co.. 1992, pp. 763-764
3. Martyrs Mirror. p. 27
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CHAPTER 4

Christian Life in the
Carly Church

ery little is known of the early
Church because much of what
was recorded was destroyed dur-
ing times of persecution. The Christians
were hated, their places of worship were
destroyed, and their Bibles were
burned. Many of their leaders were mis-
treated and, in some cases, killed.

Tertullian became a defender of
Christianity.

Christian Life in the Early Church

Some records have survived.
Interestingly, some of the best testi-
monies came from the persecutors
themselves. An early writer wrote to
Diognetus, a heathen of high social
position who lived about A.p. 130,
that Christians lived in their coun-
tries, but only as aliens, busying them-
selves on earth but claiming that their
citizenship was in heaven. He also
wrote that they loved all men, but by
all men were persecuted, that thev
were reviled, and yet blessed: when
they were affronted, thev still paid
due respect to their persecutors. He
further stated that. while 1t was true
that Christians were in the flesh, they
did not love the tlesh but loved those
who hated them.

Tertullian was a Roman lawyer
who became a defender of
Christanity. He lived and wrote from
1.D. 160 to 220. Here is one of his
statements: “The Christian Church is
called apostolic...on account of kin-
ship of doctrine since she holds the
doctrine of the apostles.”

In the second half of the eigh-
teenth century, Edward Gibbon began



a study of the complex history
of the Roman Empire. Since
the Christian Church had its
beginning during Roman rule,
a great deal of its history is
included in Gibbon’s book,
The Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire. Gibbon wrote in
great detail, but here are some
of his observations in brief:
The early Christians did not
use oaths or swear. They would
not shed the blood of their fel-
lowmen under any circum-
stance. They believed it was
wrong to participate in politics,
use the sword of justice, or go
to war. They cheerfully submit-

ted to the authority of the

pagan governors under which

thev lived. Gibbon tells us that

the earlv Christians “were dead

to the business and pleasure of the
world.” He also tells us that thev exer-
cised church discipline and the avoid-
ance of disobedient members. This
means that when a person was excom-
municated, he lost membership privi-
leges: taking part in councils,
Communion, and Church-related activ-
ities. Even in evervday life thev did not
eat with the disobedient member or
keep close company with him. The
desired effect was that the person
would repent of his sin and return to
the Church. Christians shunned pride
in the form of gav apparel, magnificent
houses, and elegant furniture. False
hair, shaving, and musical instruments

Early Christians worship together.

were also considered unchristian. They
believed in a simple wayv of life and had
onlv a moderate amount of propertv
and material things. Thev considered
too much wealth or education a threat
to their taith. Thev preferred to have
onlv enough educaton to be able to
read the Word of God and 10 earn
their living in a humble wav. They also
believed they should not be idle, but
should support themselves.

Ignatius, one of the Apostolic
Church leaders, wrote about the one-
ness of the Christian Church. He
taught that the Church was spiritually
united in life and conduct by their
belief in a common Master.

The early Christians also believed

18 Chapter 4



in the need for a distinct separation
from the world in life and conduct.
According to historian C. J. Cadoux,
they maintained a clear separation
from the world, as well as from the
political system of that time. One
practice that really made them differ-
ent from others around them was the
returning of good for evil, even when
they could have used the courts of
law to defend themselves.

Their neighbors considered them
odd and could not understand why
they lived as they did. The Christians
were often criticized for the way they

believed and lived. Such doctrines as
nonresistance, separation from the
world, and the holy kiss brought
them much ridicule. Whenever the
worldly attitude became more intoler-
ant of them, Christians had to suffer
for their faith.

1. J. B. Lightfoot, The Apostolic Fathers: Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Book House, 1976. pp. 251-239

Christian Life in the Early Chuwrch
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CHAPTER

The Carly Church Is @ hallenged

by false

rom the earliest times the think-
%~ ing and ways of the world have

been a threat to the Church.
During the Old Testament times,
there was a continual temptation to
worship idols. There was something
appealing about the symbol of a god,
together with the chanting, dancing,
and ritual which accompanied its wor-
ship.

Jesus very carefully and thoroughly
taught about Christian worship. It was
to be spiritual worship coming from
the heart. He warned His disciples,
“Beware of false prophets, which
come to you in sheep’s clothing, but
inwardly they are ravening wolves”
(Matthew 7:15). Christian worship is
to be simple. decent. and in order.

Paul warned manv times against
false and deceptive traditions and rit-
uals becoming a part of the
Christians’ way of life. "Beware lest
any man spoil you through philoso-
phy and vain deceit, after the tradi-
tion of men, after the rudiments of
the world, and not after Christ”
(Colossians 2:8). In many of the let-
ters Paul wrote to the churches, he

Doctrine

warned about observing pagan holi-
days, about those who practiced
magic and witchcraft, and about
those who taught traditions of men as
oracles of God. When John wrote to
the seven churches of Asia, he includ-
ed warnings and reproofs of the sin
and decay which had already crept
into the circle of believers. True
Christianity declined sadly in the fol-
lowing centuries. Following is a look
at what was happening.

Eusebius’ Ecclesiastical History tells of
a certain Cerinthus who lived around
A.D. 100: “But Cerinthus. by means of
revelations which he pretended were
written by a great apostle, also falsely
pretended to wonderful things, as if
they were showed him by angels,
asserting. that after the resurrection
there would be an earthly kingdom of
Christ...again inhabiting
Jerusalem....”" He said that there
would be a space of a thousand years
for the things he craved-—eating,
drinking, and marrying. This false
interpretation of the millennium, or
thousand-year reign, still confronts
God’s Church today.

20 Chapter 5
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Another heresy was a false inter-
pretation of speaking in tongues.
Eusebius also writes about it. “One of
those who was but a recent convert,
Montanus by name,...in the excessive
desire of his soul to take the lead,
gave the adversary occasion against
himself. So that he was carried away in
spirit, and wrought up into a certain
kind of frenzy and irregular ecstacy,
raving, and speaking, and uttering
strange things, and proclaiming what
was contrary to the institutions that
had prevailed in the church, as hand-
ed down and preserved in succession
from the earliest times.™

During the period of time from
A.D. 150-200 there were two major
challenges that tested the Church.
They were known as Gnosticism and
Montanism.

N C
&uostzczsm

Gnosticism represents a heresy, or
departure from the truth, thatis a
mixture of Christian ideas and the
pagan ideas of Greek mythology. The
Gnostics were known for their
emphasis on knowledge and worldly
wisdom. Even the term comes from
the Greek word gnosis, meaning
knowledge. They boasted of having
deeper understanding of the
Scriptures than the common people.
vet they denied some basic doctrines
held by the Church. They even main-
tained that Christ never dwelt on
earth in human form. Irenaeus main-

22

tained that the man named Simon in
Acts 8 was the Gnostic in the Church,
and that the later development of this
heresy in the second century was built
on his teachings. With time it became
evident that the ideas of the Gnostics
were false and that those who fol-
lowed them became worldly in heart
and practice. After the leaders of this
false doctrine were excommunicated,
its influence gradually died out.
There were many who left the
Church to follow this new teaching.
However, with the power of God, the
faithful believers kept the doctrines
of true Christianity alive.

Hlontanism

While Gnosticism was a mixture of
ideas from paganism, Montanism was
a heresy that grew from within the
Church. Montanism grew out of the
false teachings of Montanus. who
lived in an area near Phrvgia of Asia
Minor. Montanus saw that manv peo-
ple in his day were not really living
free from the wavs of the world.
Rather than helping to restore the
original Christian teachings, he
became radical in teaching extreme
self-denial, much fasting, and eating
no meat. It resembled the teachings
of the Pharisees in Jesus’ time. Finally,
the Montanists rejected the outpour-
ing of the Holy Spirit on the day of
Pentecost, believing that the promise
was being fulfilled in themselves.
They believed that soon the Lord

Chapter 5



would return and it would be shown
that the rest of the Church was
wrong. It was the followers of
Montanus who proved to be wrong.
After several conferences were held,
the Apostles’ Creed was affirmed as
official doctrine. The Apostles’ Creed
disproves both Gnosticism and
Montanism. In time, those who
taught these false doctrines were
excommunicated as heretics, and

their influence on the Church gradu-
ally died out.

Although the early Church passed
through severe trials from persecu-
tions and deep controversies over
false doctrine, it survived and
remained true to God. It was their
loyalty to the Bible as the Word of
God and their obedience to the Holy
Spirit that kept the believers victori-
ous over the evils of their day.

1. Eusebius Pamphilus, Eusebius’ Ecclesiastical History: Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Book House,

1977, p. 113
2. Ibid. p. 196

The Ealry Church Is Challenged by False Doctrine

23



CHAPTER

The Rise of the Pomam Church

s was described in the last

_ chapter, the Church* was
soon encountering false ideas
and teachings. There needed to be a
constant alertness to these dangers in
order to maintain pure teachings and
a scriptural separation from the
world. A hundred years after Christ,
the gospel story had been carried to
all of the known world. The true
Church was able to maintain its purity
in the outlying countries such as
Armenia, Bulgaria, and other places.
However, in the larger cities such as
Rome and Constantinople, many

began to depart from the true doc-
trine in various ways.

There is a distinct difference
between the true Church of God and
the state church, which professed the
Christian religion but had deviated
from the true way. Until Emperor
Constantine’s time, about A.D. 304, it
was difficult to be a Christian. The
Roman government imposed many
laws Christians could not obey. One
law was that people must sacrifice to
idols and to heathen gods. Sometimes
people were required to worship the
emperor himself. Some emperors did
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AD. 27/30/33 AD 313 AD 410 aD 458
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The Emperor Constantine

not enforce all these laws, and during
their reign the Christans enjoyed
more freedom. When an emperor
arose who enforced these laws or
when an emperor who hated the
Christians came into power. life
became more difficult for them.
Then came Emperor Constantine.
who was more tolerant of Christians
because of his own acquaintance with
the Christian wav of life. There were
growing numbers of people in the
Roman Empire who accepted the
Christian religion, even though theyv
onlv lived up to part of it. Thev could
see that it gave them a better wav of
life than their old pagan religion.
Such people, who accept the Christian
religion but who are not converted

The Rise of the Roman Church

from the ways of the world, are known
as nominal or professing Christians.

Constantine started a process that
eventually led to a state church. In a
state church, the civil government
decides what religion people should
follow, and church leaders are under
the direction of government officials.

It is said that of the 120 million
people in the Roman Empire at that
time, about half were professing
Christians. These people were happy
to follow Constantine in his desire to
promote a government-favored
church. Professing Christians had
attained high places in government,
and many of them were soldiers in
the Roman army. Now, under the new
order, if a soldier became a conscien-
tious objector (one who believes that
war is wrong) and laid down his
weapons, he was promptly excommu-
nicated from the state-favored church
and branded as a heretic.

The Roman Empire was involved
in manv wars, and some historians sav
that Emperor Constantine could not
have fought his wars without the help
ot protessing Christians. He felt he
needed the Christians because the
Roman Empire was entering a strug-
gle for survival, and there were rivals
for the throne. Therefore, Constan-
tine decided to become a professing
Chrisdan himself. According to one
historian. Constantine said that dur-
ing one of his battles he saw a flaming
cross in the sky and the words, “In this
sign conquer.” He began to fight his



wars under a banner bearing a cross
and the motto he was to have seen.
Constantine had his reasons for
letting it be publicly known that he
supported Christianity. He might
have had a true sympathy for the
Christian cause as he understood it,
and he needed the help of the
Christians. On the other hand,
Constantine may have had political
reasons for becoming a Christian.
Since religion and government com-
monly went together, all the people
had to belong to the religion the gov-
ernment favored. When a govern-
ment combines the power of religion
with political power, its influence is
multiplied. It is then easier to control
the people and stay in power.
Constantine should be remem-
bered for one very special thing. In
the vear A.D. 313, he made a decree
called The Edict of Milan, which
granted freedom of religion to the
people. This did not set up
Christianity as the only official reli-
gion, nor did it forbid the practice of
heathen religions. It did more than
merely grant tolerance to the
Christian believers: the government
stopped its persecution of the

Christians and proclaimed freedom of
conscience. It placed the early Church
on an equal footing with the other
religions in the empire. This gave the
Church a time of rest, although some
persecution continued toward those
who believed the state church was no
longer the true Church.

By adopting Christianity,
Constantine gained the support of the
Christian-professing leaders. This
strengthened his position as emperor
and gave him more respect and
authority. In return, he supported the
church leaders by encouraging the
masses to become members of the
state-favored church. The emperor
offered a white garment and twenty
pieces of gold to anyone who would be
baptized into the church. This brought
many people into the church and
secured his position. These people
came in because of material and social
rewards; they were not required to
meet the qualifications as set forth by
Christ, the apostles, and the Apostolic
Church. The large numbers baptized
without the fruits of repentance and
without the Spirit of God accelerated
the deterioration of the state church.

* To distinguish between the churches. from this point on church will be cap-
italized when referring to the true Church. and will not be capitalized when
referring to other churches unless the word is used as part of a proper noun.

Chapter 6



CHAPTER 7

The Roman Church and the
Hpostolic Church

: Y. tis certain that Constantine did
not become a true Christian in

K his experience. He was not bap-
tized until near to the end of his life.
He did many things which have never
been found in the true Church. He
caused members of his own family to
be put to death. At times he partici-
pated in pagan rites. At other times
he took it upon himself to preside
over certain church conferences
because he was the emperor.

Many of the ministers and bishops

in the church of Rome were becom-
ing men of much influence. Some of

these were very rich. When
Constantine made Christianity his
profession, this opened many oppor-
tunities for them. Thev quickly
moved to positions of power and
influence within the government.
The church and the state were in the
process of being firmly joined into
one ruling force.

Great differences continued to be
in evidence between the Apostolic
Church and the church of Rome.
Following is a list of some of the prin-
ciple differences:

F The Apostolic Church

1. Took no partin government.

2. Remained nonresistant; did not
fight or defend herself.

3. Disciplined disobedient members.

4. Believed in separation from the
world.

5. Was willing to be lowly and despised.
6. Baptized only upon true repentance
and confession of faith.

The Roman Church

1. Became active in government.

2. Had manv soldiers in the arms:
encouraged the use of force.

3. Tolerated disobedient members.
4. Adopted worldlv pagan practices.

5. Became proud and arrogant in
power.
6. Baptized infants.

The Roman Church and the Apostolic Church
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Sometimes it has been said that
the Church, or a part of the Church,
apostatized in the time of
Constantine. Actually, the greater
part of the apostasy had taken place
earlier, but it became more evident
during the reign of Constantine.

About this time, the practice of
infant baptism became popular in the
Roman church. The rulers of the
empire wanted to make sure that
everyone belonged to the state
church, so they insisted that all babies
be baptized into that church. They
claimed this made them Christians
and that without it they could not be
saved. True Christians believed in
being baptized only after they had
repented of their sins and had found
forgiveness through faith in Christ.
The true Church firmly believed that
baptism was valid and scriptural only
after a person realized that he had
sinned, had a sinful nature, and had
thoroughly repented, thus showing a
changed life and spirit (1Peter 3:21).

It was this Church that remained
true to the apostolic teaching and
remained separate from the state
church. Years earlier. a minister bv the
name of Novatian had taken a stand
against the drift from Christ’s teach-
ing. He would not accept the baptism
of the apostate church as valid
because he could see how it had drift-
ed from the truth. Novatian baptized
those who came to the Church, even
it thev had previously been baptized.
There were scattered Christians who

The Reman Church and the A postolic Church
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The Roman Church required that all
babies be baptized.

testified that the popular churches
were taking on worldlv wavs and
therefore could not be called the true
Church. The faithful believers who
had remained separate from the apos-
tate group believed that the truth was
with them because they held to the
teachings of Christ and the apostles.
This was also the teaching of those
Christians called Donatists. who were
numerous in Africa. The Donatists
baptized evervone who joined them,
even if thev had previously been bap-
tized. The church at Rome did not
like this, but the Donatists believed
that they alone were the true Church.



They especially pointed out the lack
of discipline in the church of Rome.
Many people believed that the
church of Rome continued to be the
true Church of God, even though it
had departed from the truth. Those
who believed that way were not con-
cerned about dealing with sin in their
churches. They believed that a church
can continue being God’s Church even
though it does not separate (excom-
municate) disobedient and sinful
members. In the true Church, sin must
be repented of with the evidence of
forgiveness. Those who do not repent
must be excommunicated and avoided,
according to the Scriptures, until they
find repentance. The Christians of the
third and fourth centuries who were
faithful in keeping the Church pure
continued to be God’s true Church.
When the true Church insisted
upon rebaptizing converts who had
alreadv been baptized in some other
church, those professing Christians
from the popular state church began
to refer to them as Anabaptists. The
prefix anais Latin for re; so Anabaptist
means rebaptizer. Although this was a
word coined by the brethren’s ene-
mies to make fun of them. there is no
term that better identifies them
through the centuries that followed.
The Donatists have been called “the
original Anabaptists” (although
Novatian preceded them and the
Donatists were influenced by him and
the Church of his time). This teaching
of believers’ baptism became a major

30

issue which for many centuries caused
the Christians to be attacked and to
suffer persecution. Through it all, they
remained true to their belief that bap-
tism was valid only upon sincere
repentance and confession of faith.

In the vear A.D. 384, a Christian
named Priscilian was accused by the
Roman church of various things of
which he was not guilty. When he
reproved them of the error of their
ways, the Roman church used its influ-
ence with the civil authorities to have
Priscilian, together with seven other
brethren, put to death for what was
called heresy. Jesus said in John 16:2-3,
“The time cometh, that whosoever
killeth you will think that he doeth God
service. And these things will they do
unto you, because they have not known
the Father, nor me.” By their verv
actions, they confirmed that thev did
not know or follow God and His Son.
They were not God’s children and,
therefore. could not be His Church.

There were sull leaders in the
church of Rome who objected to the
persecution ot the believers.
Nevertheless. the Roman church was
entering a long, dark period of time
in which persecution would be used
in dealing with the religious groups it
opposed. In the following centuries,
many thousands of Christians were
put to death because of their faith.
The persecution that followed was
indeed a tragic development, and the
agony the Christians suffered makes a
long, sad story.

Chapter 7
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The ‘Dark ngs

2 he period of history from about
i=  AD. 500 to A.D. 1000 is com-
monly referred to as the Dark
Ages. After the fall of the great Roman
Empire, Europe and Asia were plunged
into political disorder. Nations were not
able to rise to strength, and govern-
ment was mostly confined to large plan-
tations or estates under the power of
noblemen, called lords. The serfs, or
peasants, lived on the land and were
not allowed to leave. It was a warlike
society with well-trained armored sol-
diers, called knights, who served the
noblemen. There was very little travel
and almost no education for the com-

mon people. For hundreds of years
Christian believers endured a very
restricted life that had few comforts.

The fpostolic Church

The Scripture teaches that the
Church of Jesus Christ will continue
until the end of time. A look in history
reveals signs of the true Church
throughout the first ten centuries after
Christ. It is difficult to find accurate
records of this time because the true
Church was often under persecution
and dared not keep many records.
Also, there was very little transportation

Final fall Islam 323~ 2f Catholic (West)
of Rome founded z~2 Greek Orthodox (East)
AD. 455 AD 622 Cnurches aD. 1054

A.D. 400 A.D.500 A.D.600 AD.700 AD. 800 AD, 900 1000

Tne Dark Ages

The Dark Ages

Paulicians
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Christians endured great persecution during the Dark Ages.

and communication from one locali-
tv to another. Whenever their books
and writings were found, they were
destroved by their enemies. Much of
the evidence showing that the
Church continued in truth comes
from enemies of the Church.
through court records of trials and
other writings. These records,
though critical and unfair, often are
enough to establish the beliefs and
pureness of the brethren. Even the
names the world used to designate

32

these groups tell much about them.
Some of these people were called
Cathars. which means “cleansed” or
“pure”: Bogomils, which means
“friends of God”; others were called
Paulicians because thev often quoted
and applied the writings of Paul. There
were groups scattered throughout
many countries, namely, Armenia,
France, Spain, and Bulgaria. The
Martyrs Mirror records faithful brethren
dving for the faith in these and other
countries. The Donatists, likewise, tried

Chapter 8



to maintain the same standard of puri-
ty in the Church as the time of the
apostles. This group remained in exis-
tence until the seventh century. Still
other groups which endeavored to
maintain the purity of the true Church
were the Novatians and the Apostolics.
In Asia Minor the emperor issued
a decree of execution against a minis-
ter named Sylvanus and his congrega-
tion in A.D. 684. He sent his officer,
named Simeon, to put this decree
into effect. In order to put special sig-
nificance on the execution of
Sylvanus, Simeon supplied a number
of Sylvanus’ friends with stones. There
was a young man named Justus pre-
sent, who had been brought up and
treated with special kindness as the
adopted son of Sylvanus. This Justus
flung a stone and Kkilled his benefac-
tor, winning high praise and reward
from the authorities, who compared
him with David slaying Goliath.
Simeon was impressed by all he
saw and heard while conversing with
the Christians. He was convinced of
their righteousness and the truth of
their doctrine. Returning to the city
of Constantinople. he could find no
peace of soul. After three vears of
inward conflict he abandoned his wav
of life and returned to the tormer
country of Sylvanus. He repented of
his past life and took up the work of
the man whom he had caused to be
executed. It was not long until he,
too, joined the companv of martyrs.
Justus. with his knowledge of the

The Dark Ages

brethren, gave information which led
to the capture of a large number of
Christians. Expecting to scare the rest
of the so-called heretics into submis-
sion, the emperor had all of them
burned at one time. Simeon was one of
the number. The patience and
endurance of the sufferers, however,
defeated the emperor’s plan. The
death of so many Christians at one time
fanned the faith and courage of many
into a flame of devotion and testimony.
Many others became true Christians,
and the believers increased in numbers.

An Armenian named Sembert,
who lived in the eighth century,
became so prominent in his ministry
that he has been referred to as the
father of the Paulicians. However,
there is evidence of the Paulician
Church in the seventh century. No
doubt Sembert was a leader in that
church rather than its founder. The
Paulicians remained in existence until
the thirteenth century. Some historni-
ans say the Paulician Church later
became the people of the Waldenses.
That cannot be proven. but we can
see that the same docrines were prac-
ticed and taught by both groups.

Sergius was a man of strong con-
viction who lived and taught during
the ninth century. Though he worked
as a carpenter, he visited almost everv
part of the central highlands of Asia
Minor before he was finally put to
death by his enemies. His writings
were greatly valued and read.

These great men of faith labored



diligently in the Church to preserve
its apostolic purity, carefully teaching
its doctrines. It was during this time
that the book The Key of Truth was
written. This book gave a vivid picture
of the beliefs and practices of the
Paulicians. For centuries they suffered
patiently the dreadful wrongs inflict-
ed upon them and did not retaliate.
These groups which maintained the
doctrines of the true Church of God
did not recognize any baptism other
than their own. Many times these
groups were named after their minis-
ter, leader, or location. They all came
under the name of Anabaptists. They
baptized, upon the confession of their
faith, only those who were born again.

] S [ i

Another major religion, known as
Islam, began during the Dark Ages.
Its founder, Muhammad, taught his
new ideas for many years in the town
of Mecca, Arabia.

After A.D. 610, Muhammad gained
a substantial following as he began to
preach that he was the latest prophet
sent from God. He rejected idolatry
and taught that all men are equal and
are brothers. He rejected Jesus as
God’s Son, claiming Christ was a
prophet like Abraham and Moses. He
called his god Allah and his religion
Islam. The followers of Islam are
called Muslims.

Since Muhammad felt that he was
God’s latest messenger, he rejected and

persecuted all who professed to believe
in Christ. His bloody sword persuaded
people to become his followers. His
beliefs suddenly found acceptance in
Arabia, his homeland. He organized
armies which swept on to Syria,
Palestine, Persia, Egypt, and North
Africa. As these nations fell,
Christianity was driven from the area
which had cradled it. Slavery and
polygamy were permitted. Even today
the social status of women in Muslim
countries is low. There are millions of
Muslims (Muhammadans) in the
Middle East today, and many more are
scattered throughtout the whole world.

The Roman Clurel

During the ninth and tenth cen-
turies, the Roman Church experienced
further decline. The papacy was filled
by men who did not hesitate to commit
any evil or injustice imaginable. They
stole other men’s wives. Thev robbed
whomever they could. Theyv bribed any
and all who would accept their stolen
money, and some even bought their
way into power. Then thev announced
to the world that the pope was lord of
Christendom and could do no wrong!
The armies of the Roman pope brutal-
I overthrew the armies of the Greek
church at Constantinople. The Greek
church resented this treatment and
finally, in A.D. 1054, broke away from
the Roman Catholic Church and
retused to be united with it. Both
churches remain until today.

Chapter 8
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The @Wsades

2 person living near a main

. road in southern Europe in
‘ the year 1095 and in the years
following would have seen many dif-
ferent kinds of people—knights,
serfs, peasants, monks, nobles, mer-
chants, and criminals—traveling
toward Jerusalem.

In the early 700s the Muslims had
captured the Holy Land and had
ruled the country. During this time
many so-called Christians had made
pilgrimages to Jerusalem and other

places in Palestine. In the eleventh
century, a less tolerant group of
Turkish Muslims became rulers of
Palestine. Thev began to persecute
the pilgrims. making it very difficult
for many of them. The Roman
Catholic Church. which encouraged
these pilgrimages, became alarmed
with this situation. Furthermore. the
Turks, whom the Roman Catholic
Church called infidels, were a warring
people and were advancing toward
Europe. The leaders of the Catholic
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church encouraged the
people to take up arms
and fight.

In 1095, Pope Urban
II convened a church
council at Clermont in
France. He urged the
people to take up the
sword and deliver the
Holy Sepulcher (Jesus’
tomb) from the hands of
the infidels. Being a gift-
ed orator, he excited the
people with his speech,
and they responded by
crying out, “It is the will
of God.” The pope then
proclaimed this their ral-
lving cry. They were to
place a white cross on

their homes and also to The Crusades were encouraged by the
wear one as they joined Roman Catholic Church, and many people took

the Crusades, or holy
wars. To encourage the
people to go. the pope

promised that this journev to the Holv

Land would take the place of all
penance for sin. This meant that the
humiliation and self-denial the trans-
gressor must go through. according to
Catholic teaching. in order to be rein-

stated in favor with God was no longer

considered necessary. Furthermore. if

the Crusader lost his life on the way or

in a batte, he was assured of immedi-
atelv going to heaven. They were per-
suaded that the Lord would surely
bless them on their journey and give
them prompt victory over the infidels.

36

part in them.

Manv other advantages were also
promised the Crusaders.

Historians list four major Crusades
and four minor ones over a period of
two hundred years. Of the first group
of Crusaders traveling across
Germany and Hungarv. many thou-
sands died of hunger and exposure
on the march. Those who crossed the
Strait of Bosporus were surprised by
the Turks, and almost all were slaugh-
tered. While the first group was trav-
eling, an army of about 300,000 was
gathering in western Europe under

Chapter 9



various dukes and knights. They
marched across Europe and into Asia
Minor, where many died along the
way. They finally arrived in Palestine
in 1099, and Jerusalem was captured
with a terrible slaughter.

About 90 years later, Jerusalem was
again captured by the Muslims, and
the Crusaders were unable to regain
it. People in Europe began to think
that God wasn’t blessing their endeav-
ors because the Crusaders had sin in
their lives. They thought if innocent
children went there, it would be suc-
cessful. The children, who had the
same attitude as their parents,
became excited about delivering
Jerusalem. Most of them were boys
under twelve years of age, but there
were also many girls.

Somewhere between twenty to
forty thousand German children set
out. Many died or turned back. Those
who continued down the shore of
[taly were looking for a miraculous
pathway through the sea to Palestine.
The children who reached Rome
were persuaded by the pope to return
home. It became known as the
Children’s Crusade. About 30,000
French children set out. with no con-
cept of how far it was to the Holy
Land. Whenever a citv came into
view, they would eagerly ask it 1t was
Jerusalem. The children arrived at
the Mediterranean Sea and were dis-
appointed that it did not open up as
the Red Sea had before the children
of Israel. Most of the children turned

The Crusaces

back, but five or six thousand accept-
ed the proposal of some merchants
who offered them free passage to the
Holy Land. They were crowded into
seven ships and taken to various
places, where they were sold as slaves.
The passengers of two of the ships
perished in shipwrecks. Few, if any, of
the children ever returned home.
Although true Christians were not
directly involved in the Crusades, they
were affected by the outcome of the
wars. The Crusades are important in
understanding the historical setting at
the close of the Dark Ages. The
Crusades helped bring about the clos-
ing of the Dark Ages. As Europeans
were exposed to life bevond their
borders, they began to explore new
avenues of learning and to expand
the trading of goods throughout the
world. European nations began to
form out of the crumbling empire
controlled by the Catholic noblemen.

nﬁ’fGl‘ \\3({/({()

During the time of these Crusades,
Peter Waldo (about 1140-1218) was
converted and began proclaiming the
truth. The true Christians. who were
known as the Waldenses. spread
rapidly. Pope Urban IIT at Rome was
very displeased with this and institut-
ed severe persecutions against them.
He used some of the same methods
to incite the people against the true
Christians that the former popes had
used to persuade their people to go



Statue of Peter Waldo
in Worms, Germany.

1. Martyrs Mirror, p. 304
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on the Crusades. The pope promised
similar favors for those who would
help exterminate the Waldenses and
Albigenses, who were Christians from
another area. This had the effect of
causing many people to hunt and
destrov the Waldenses, not even spar-
ing the babies.' The words of Jesus
were being fulfilled when He said,
“The time cometh, that whosever kil-
leth you will think that he doeth God
service” (John 16:2).

Chapter 9
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ur faith in God is strength-
¢ ened when we see how He
has preserved the Church in
the face of all the opposition she has
received. At times she was torn from
one side, then from the other. Her
doctrines were ridiculed. Sacred writ-
ings were burned in public bonfires.
Leaders were hunted as criminals,
often with a reward offered for
them—dead or alive! Still converts
turned to the Church in increasing
numbers. Christ’s Church grew faster
than the resistance could destroy her.
Jesus stated once, “And the gates of
hell shall not prevail against it”
(Matthew 16:18).

The Church which Jesus estab-
lished was composed of believers only.
Thev knew Jesus, not just as a good
man, but as their personal Savior and
Lord. Thev believed His doctrine, had
faith in His promises, and were faith-
ful and obedient to Him.

The church known as the Roman
Catholic Church lost the vision of
true repentance and was no longer
composed of born-again believers.
Infant baptism was accepted, and
eventually force was applied to insure
that everyone would be baptized.
Nominal Christianity, a mixture of

The Church Survives
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pagan rites and Christian practices,
became the accepted way of life over
much of Europe and parts of Asia.

As the power of the Roman
church leaders increased, they came
to consider the members of that
church as their subjects. The New
Testament teaching to love one
another and not to esteem one high-
er than the other was lost. A powerful
hierarchy developed. This system of
authority was like a pyramid, with the
pope at the top, followed by cardi-
nals, archbishops, bishops, priests,
ministers, and finally, the laity. A man
who rose to the position of pope was
thought to be infallible. In general,
these priests, bishops, and even the
popes, were men who were deter-
mined to achieve wealth and honor
regardless of what was right or wrong.

The people were taught that thev
could not contact God directly and
that only the priest had access to
Him. They were to receive God’s
blessing through the priest when they
took Communion, were baptized or
married. or were blessed in a special
ceremony. They ignored the teaching
of the new birth and obedience to

Jesus. Under this system, salvation was

to be earned through works as






in their hearts. Both men and women
sacrificed their ordinary way of life to
enter monasteries and convents.
These are places where monks and
nuns live during and after their train-
ing. They gave up the right to home
and family life, private property, inde-
pendence, and freedom, hoping that
by performing good works they would
find peace of heart. These acts of self-
denial were attempts to soothe the
restlessness within, but they were
empty and meaningless.

At this time not many Bibles were
available because they had to be
copied by hand. Those that were
available were usually written in Latin
or Greek instead of the common lan-
guages of the people. Moreover, the
common people were unable to read.
Even the priests were discouraged
from reading the Scriptures. Because
of these conditions, the masses did
not have direct access to the Word of
God, and worship was only in form.

Through these trving times, God
miraculously preserved His Word and
His Church (Matthew 24:35). There
were always Christians who did not
follow the practices of the Catholic
church; they wried to live pure lives in
spite of the corruption about them.
Sometimes their numbers were few
and the groups were scattered. but
they kept the true faith. From time to
time, there would be a revival in
God’s Church. Often this would be
followed by a wave of persecution.

It is inspiring to discover that

The Church Survives
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toward the end of the Dark Ages, the
Waldenses left a clear witness of
Christian life in spite of the pressures
of the world in their day. One histori-
an, who wrote especially about their
godly approach to education, says, “A
third group that put God at the center
of education was the Waldenses.
Against a worldly, secularized church,
with Rome for its authority, a body of
witnesses in the Alpine vallevs of
Piedmont silently protested and con-
tinued through the centuries to preach
and teach the Bible, uninfluenced by
the relations existing between church
and state. Always they were persecuted,
but always they survived....

“They considered the Scriptures to
be binding for all time and not ren-
dered obsolete by change of circum-
stances. They were well versed in
Scripture, and maintained its
supremacy over the traditions of men.
Their whole life in thought and
action seemed to be devoted to the
task of holding fast the character of
original Christian teaching....

“Alwavs and evervwhere they
observed the practice of regular indi-
vidual reading of the Bible, regular
dailv family worship, and regular
instruction of children in Bible truth.

“They were earnest teachers of the
Word of God. going about by twos
from house to house, teaching whole
families the Word. Laymen among
them did the work of teachers.™

Thus the Christian Church sur-
vived through history. The Jews bitter-



ly opposed her since her beginning. until today. Sometimes the light has

Islam uprooted her from a portion of been very dim, but the Church has
the earth, but she moved on to flour- never been overpowered. She will

ish in another area. The Roman never be conquered by the powers of
Empire tried to crush her, but it could darkness. The bride of Christ will
not. The Roman Empire crumbled remain until Christ returns to take
into decay, but the Church remains her to heaven to be with Him forever.

Hz/’zabcq)tist Faitl

Tested and troubled, weary and worn;
Hunted and hated, never forlorn.

Greatly despised and not understood;
Hiding in forests, caves, or in wood.
Tethered and tempted, drowned in the lake;
Tortured and torn, then burned at the stake.

Father, such faith!-—these children of Thine;
Rooted and grounded, faith divine.

Strengthened by Thee, made strong by the storms;
Followed Thy Word, refused other forms.

Radiant eyes intent on the prize,

Waiting beyond the cloud-covered skies.

Father, with shame we look in Thy face—

We, what a thoughtless, unthankful race!
Showered with blessings, placed here in peace:
Lacking in zeal and wanting release.

Forward. ves, forward now let us go.

Let us not wait for strong winds to blow.

Lois Ellen Miller
used by permission

1. C. B. Eavey, History of Christian Education: Chicago, Ill.: Moody Press, 1964, pp.117-118
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CHAPTER 1

Fnabaptist gmups

™ here were a number of church
.. groups in history that were
1 known as Anabaptists. The
word anabaptist is from a Greek word
meaning rebaptizer. The Anabaptist
groups had the practice of baptizing
everyone who got converted and
joined the Church, even if they had
been baptized before as infants or in
another church. Enemies of the
Church used this term to identify such
churches that could not accept the
baptism of the state church. Other
doctrines that identified the
Anabaptists were also important. They
believed the Bible was the final author-
ity in all matters of doctrine and
Christian life. They believed church
membership should be voluntary, and
only for those who truly repented of
their sins and were converted.

i,
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In the tenth centurv a large number
of people moved into Bulgaria to
inhabit the lands taken from the
Russians. The believers in this group
felt thev should be witnesses of their
faith and do as Christ had commanded.
They preached to those about them
and organized congregations over a

Anabaptist Groups
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wide area. Because of their vision of the
purity of the Church and the commis-
sion to teach all nations, these people
came to be known as Bogomils, which
means “friends of God.”

A Christian named Basil, who was
a physician, lived at this time and
taught by example that everyone
should work to earn his own living. In
this way he rebuked those lazy men
who made religion an excuse for beg-
ging. Basil preached and taught untir-
ingly for about 40 years (1070-1111).
After this period of uninterrupted
ministry, he received a message from
the emperor, telling him he admired
his character. The emperor claimed
to be interested in Basil’s teaching
and pretended he wanted to be con-
verted. He sent an invitation to Basil
for a private interview in the palace of
Constantinople. Believing the emper-
or’s sincerity, Basil accepted the invi-
tation. A discussion of the doctrines
took place in which Basil spoke with
the freedom of one addressing an
eager inquirer. Suddenly the emperor
drew aside a curtain and revealed a
writer who had taken down the con-
versation for evidence. A servant was
ordered to put Basil in chains and
cast him into prison. Here Basil









years the Albigenses were almost
entirely crushed.

The Inquisition, also called the
Holy Office, was a court system used
by the Roman Catholic Church to
detect and punish heretics. They con-
sidered anyone a heretic who did not
agree with the church leaders.
Everyone was required to inform
against heretics. Anyone taken as a
suspect was subject to torture.
Prisoners were not told who had
reported them. After a secret trial,
the accused were imprisoned and tor-
tured or burned publicly. Their prop-
erty was divided between the state
and the church. The Inquisition was
used by the popes to maintain their
power and to crush dissent.

Pope Innocent III is believed to
have been the most powerful of all
the popes. He claimed to be the vicar
of Christ, the supreme sovereign over
the church and the world. He claimed
authority over kings and rulers. He
claimed power over all things in heav-
en, in hell, and on earth. The kings of
Germany, France, and England, as
well as almost every monarch of
Europe were subject to him. Few men
have ever controlled as vast an empire
or exerted as much power.

The papacy was guiltv of hideous
crimes of evil and of the blood of
thousands of martyrs. Pope Innocent
IIT was anything but innocent! He
actively used his power. He ordered
one of the crusades. He declared that
the bread and wine used in the com-
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munion service changed into the
actual body and blood of Christ. This
is called transubstantiation. Pope
Innocent III demanded confession of
sins to the priest for forgiveness. He
declared that the pope could do no
wrong. He forbade the reading of the
Bible in the everyday language of the
people, and he required it to be read
only in Latin.

Whldenses

The outstanding Anabaptist group
of the Middle Ages is known as the
Waldenses. There are more written
records and evidence remaining of
their beliefs and teachings than from
other early Anabaptist groups. In
statements they made before govern-
ment officials, they witnessed to their
belief that the Church had existed
from the apostles’ time. Even their
Roman Catholic critics and persecu-
tors could not completely deny this.
They admitted to the possibility that
the Anabaptists really had existed
since that time. This lineage could
only be claimed by tracing it through
the brethren called Cathars,
Paulicians. Apostolics, and other
Anabaptist groups.

Peter Waldo (about 1140-1218) was
a successful merchant and banker of
Lyons, France. At a feast he was giving,
one of his friends died suddenly, caus-
ing Peter Waldo to see his need of sal-
vation. He became so interested in the
Scriptures that he employed clerks to
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translate them into the Roman dialect.
He had them make copies of it by
hand, since the printing press had not
yet been invented. As he became
acquainted with the Word of God, he
had an experience of true conversion.
He gave his land to his wife. Other
property was sold, and the money was
given to the poor. After spending
some time in study of the Scripture, he
and some of the brethren went on a
preaching tour. By 1177, some of the
brethren from Lyons were preaching
in Frankfurt and Nuremburg,
Germany, as well as in Bohemia. Peter
Waldo traveled and preached until
1218, when he died in Bohemia.

Peter Waldo was an outstanding
leader of the Waldenses. Many histori-
ans even call him the founder of that
church. Others believe that this
group derived its name from the
word Vallenses, which means “people
of the valleys,” because many of them
lived in the Alpine villages of the
Piedmont. or northern ltaly.!

Peter Waldo was held in high
esteem among them, but he was not
their founder. After his conversion to
Christ and after he made a diligent
studyv of the Scriptures, he joined the
true believers. He was able to help
unite them in doctrine and inspired
them to become a powertful influence
for the cause of Christ.?

It has already been noted that, as
the Roman Catholic Church grew and
became stronger, it left the doctrine
of true repentance as a requirement
for baptism. Instead, they baptized
infants, making them members of the
Catholic church. The death sentence
was passed on anyv who dared to leave
the Roman Catholic Church or who
refused to become members.
Historians estimate the number of
martyrs to total in the millions.

The term Waldenses prevailed for
several hundred vears and was still in
use in the year 1500, but in the six-
teenth century (1500-1600). the word
Anabaptist was much more common.

1. John Horsch. Mennonites in Europe: Scottdale, Penn.: Mennonite Publishing House, 1950. p. 4
2. E. H. Broadbent. The Pilgrim Church: Basingstoke, Hants, England: Pickering and Inglis. Ltd..

1985, pp. 35-101
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The Waldenses: 77181% Life
and Beliefs

he Waldenses held the Word
of God in highest regard.
‘ Because Bibles were not plen-
tiful before the invention of the print-
ing press, they committed large por-
tions of the Scripture to memory.
Many members of the Waldensian
Church could recite whole books of
the Bible. The Waldenses believed
that the Sermon on the Mount was
the Christian’s rule book of life. They
taught the principle of nonresistance
and did not permit going to law
before civil courts. Thev would take
no part in civil government or accept
worldly offices. The swearing of oaths
was held to be explicitly forbidden by
Christ. Attending places of worldly
amusement. such as the ballroom or
theater, was not tolerated. Church dis-
cipline was, generallv. strictlv adminis-
tered. “He who goes to a dance.” saws
an old Waldensian church writing.
going in company with the devil.”
Thelr ministers were unsalaried, and
most of them supported themselves
in ordinarv occupations such as farm-
ing, woodworking. or animal raising.
Church order was practiced in

“is
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simplicity. In the appointment of
elders, as well as in matters of disci-
pline or in any other problems, the
whole brotherhood took an active
part together with the leaders. All
believers participated in the Lord’s
Supper. The bread and wine were
regarded as a remembrance of the
broken body and the spilled blood of
their dear Lord. The Communion
service was also considered a strong
exhortation to the members to vield
themselves to be broken and poured
out for Christ’s sake. Thev believed
that baptism did not save children,
for the Bible savs. "He that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved” (Mark
16:16). and children cannot yet
believe. Thev believed that the laying
on of hands should be practiced on
those who were truly called and were
being ordained into office.

Regular individual reading of the
Scriptures, daily familv worship,
church worship services, and church
conferences were among the most
highly valued means of maintaining
spiritual life.

Practices and beliefs of the primi-
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The Drotestant Kefozfmatzom

Frame urope faced a period of great
. change during the years 1400
to 1600. For a thousand years
the Roman Catholic Church had been
the supreme authority throughout
Europe in religious matters, and she
had greatly influenced the political
powers as well. Gradually, people were
becoming dissatistied with blind accep-
tance of ideas the pope and the
Catholic church told them were right.
The development of the printing press
in 1440 put Bibles into the hands of
the common people. They began to
seek answers to the questions that
bothered them. As they studied the
Bible, they discovered that many of

1517 Martin Luther nails
theses to church door

|

their church’s teachings were not bibli-
cal. They began to speak out, demand-
ing that the church return to the
teachings of Jesus and the apostles.
The high churchmen would not hear
of it and sought all means to crush the
growing dissent. However, the move-
ment of reform could not be stopped,
and it finally resulted in many new
churches that broke away from the
Roman Catholic church. This move-
ment became known as the Protestant
Reformation. These churches that
“protested” the evils of the Catholic
church and formed new churches are
called Protestants even todaxy.

1400 1450 1500 1550 1600 1650
Waldenses L
Anabants's
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There were three outstanding
Protestant reformers in Europe:
Martin Luther of Germany, Ulrich
Zwingli of Switzerland, and John
Calvin of France. The best known of
these is Martin Luther. He was a
Catholic priest who began to-break
away from the traditional Roman
Catholic teaching. Luther was fol-
lowed by other reformers such as
Calvin and Zwingh. These men advo-
cated a return to Bible truths as they
understood them. They strongly
protested many of the evil practices,
traditions, and teachings of the
Roman Catholic Church. These
protests went unheeded, so the
reformers finally broke away from that
church. The reformers did not, how-
ever, establish churches separated
from the state or administer discipline
as the Anabaptists did. Rather, they
established churches that became the
official religion of a nation or region.

Hlartin Lother

When Luther resisted the power of
the Roman Catholic Church, some
princes sided with him. With the terni-
tories under their jurisdiction. thev
broke away from the Roman Catholic
Church. In time the nation of
Germanv became independent of
Rome and embraced Luther’s religion.

As the Protestant leaders began to
form their own governments with

The Protestant Reformation

their state religions, they tried to
force the Anabaptist brethren to fall
in line with them. The faithful
Anabaptists suffered as much under
the Protestant churches as they had
under the Roman Catholic Church.
Luther tried to break the faith of
the Waldenses and other Anabaptists,
but he could not. In exasperation and
anger he once declared, “They have
been for ages expert in the use of the
Scripture.” Although speaking in anger,
Luther witnessed that the Anabaptist
Church was the Church of the ages.
Although Luther was excommuni-
cated from the Catholic church and
condemned to death, the sentence
could not be carried out because
Luther was sheltered by sympathetic
noblemen. The Reformation contin-
ued unabated. The Reformation
added to the problems of the
Anabaptists, because now both the
Catholics and Protestants were seek-
ing to destroy them and their belief.
The Reformers found it hard to grant
to others the religious freedom they
themselves so much desired.

[ HHCII ;lL‘lllCJll

Ulrich Zwingli led the Swiss
Protestant movement. beginning in
Zurich, Switzerland. He was both a
religious leader and a politician. His
county became so divided over reli-
gion that civil war broke out in 1531.
Along with many of his followers,
Zwingli was killed in the fighting. His









try to country seeking a place where
they could have religious freedom,
practice their nonresistant doctrine,
and faithfully serve the Lord.

This search for freedom took them
from country to country and eventual-
ly caused many of them to move to
Russia. From there they went to the
United States and Canada. Some
moved directly to America from
Germany in the 1600s. These move-
ments will be covered in later lessons.

The szabuptists

The true Anabaptists were neither
Catholics nor Protestants. During the
Reformation they spoke out against
the false teachings of both Catholics
and Protestants. They remained a
separate people, true to their her-
itage from the time of the apostles.
Even though the Protestant reformers
held to certain truths of the gospel,
the Anabaptists could not accept
them as brethren.

There was also an Anabaptist
movement that was closely connected
with the Reformation in the city of
Zurich, Switzerland. This particular
strain of Anabaptism began in 1525,
when three individuals. Conrad
Grebel. Felix Manz, and George
Blaurock. baptized each other and
formed a church. Some Mennonite

1. The Menice o Ers s

historians believe this to be the origin
of the Anabaptist movement and
therefore the origin of the
Mennonite church. However, this is
not the historic belief of the
Mennonites themselves, nor of the
Church today. The Church traces its
heritage through the faithful
Anabaptists who preserved the faith
of the former Waldenses.

One important document of the
true Anabaptists during the
Reformation was the record of a con-
ference held in 1527. In order to
strengthen and reaffirm their beliefs,
they wrote up a confession of faith.' It
consisted of seven simple statements
that summarized important principles
of truth.

1. Baptism is only for believers.

2. The Church is to exercise strict
discipline.

3. Communion is restricted to
saints only.

4. Members are to live separate
from the world and avoid worldlv
churches.

5. Pastors are chosen from and
supported bv the congregation to
teach and exhort.

6. Nonresistance is required by all.
None are to take part in war or politics.

7. The swearing of all oaths is pro-
hibited.

s Scottdale. Penn.: Mennonite Publishing House, 1982, Vol. 1, s.x.

“Bruderlich Vereinigung.” p. 447. This confession of faith is known as the Schleitheim
Confession. It was drawn up among the Anabaptists of Switzerland.
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Menno Simons
Dart |

. 1 the northwest corner of

'] Europe in the village of
Witmarsum, Friesland, in what
today is the Netherlands, a child was
born about 1496 to a Dutch peasant
family. He was Menno, and since his
father’s name was Simon, the lad
became Menno Simons, meaning
Simon’s son.

Menno Simons’ parents, being
religious people, felt it would be an
honor to have their son serve in the
church. He was placed in a Catholic
monastery near his home, possibly
the Franciscan Monastery at
Bolsward.

Menno Simons devoted himself to
his studies and the exercises of
becoming a monk. He learned to
read and write Latin quite well. He
also learned to read Greek. Although
he studied the earlier writings. such
as those of Tertullian. Cyprian. and
Eusebius, he remained a total
stranger to the Bible. When he was
twentv-eight, Menno was ordained
into the priesthood, possibly at
Utrecht. His first assignment was as a
parish priest in the village of

Meno Simons—Part 1
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Pingjum, next to his home village of
Witmarsum. Here he served for seven
years, from 1524 to 153]. He then was
transferred to his home village of
Witmarsum where he served for five
vears until fanuary 1536. During the
twelve vears Menno spent as a priest,
he performed the usual ceremonies
and services that were expected of
him. Besides holding mass, he prayed
for the living and the dead, baptized
babies, consecrated marriages, heard
confessions, and handed out punish-
ments. Like most others of his rank
and time, he did not take his office
and his life verv seriouslv. He joined
his fellow priests in card plaving,
drinking. and foolish pastimes.'
Menno Simons had not been a
priest verv long when he began to
entertain doubts about certain beliefs
which the church held. For one
thing, he had been taught that the
bread and wine used in Communion
were changed into the actual flesh
and blood of Christ; this Catholic
doctrine is called transubstantiation.
What if they were nof changed: What
if these were only symbols? What if he






Snyder was publicly executed because
he had been baptized a second time.*
As Menno Simons thought about this,
he began to question infant baptism,
and he rather found that baptism
should follow a confession of faith.
Still Menno Simons hesitated. He
continued to celebrate the mass,
which he believed to be unscriptural.
He baptized babies. He held
Communion and told the people the
bread and wine became the actual
flesh and blood of Christ while he
himself believed they were only sym-
bols. His mind knew the truth, but his
heart had not yet accepted it. His
conscience constantly condemned

him. Yet he was not willing to give up
the money and honor his position
brought him.

Menno Simons saw others about
him who were willing to give their
lives for their beliefs. Some of these
were seriously in error, but they died
willingly. He was hiding in the
Catholic church even though he felt
many of its teachings were wrong.
Menno knew many of his people
would follow him if he could find the
courage to leave the Catholic church.
Yet he feared to take up the cross of
the Lord. Thus Menno struggled with
his conscience and sought for answers
to his dilemma for several vears.

1. J. €. Wenger. editor. The Complete Writings of Menno Simons: Scotidale, Penn.: Herald Press, 1985,
Harold S. Bender. “A Brief Biographyv of Menno Simons,” pp. +5

2. Martyrs Morror. p. 441
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he time came when Menno
Simons could no longer
silence his tormented con-
science and innermost convictions. In
his anguish of soul, he described his
own feelings like this: “My heart trem-
bled in my body. I prayed God with
sighs and tears that He would give me,
a troubled sinner, the gift of His grace
and create a clean heart in me....”
The Lord heard Menno’s prayer and
graciously forgave him. God gave him

a new mind, a humble estimation of

himself, and a sense of divine mission.

Some may wonder why Menno
Simons was so slow in changing his
life. He had a slow-moving Frisian
nature, and the full light dawned on
him slowly. What is important is that
once he stirred deeply, he never
turned back. The change was so pro-
found, so thorough, and so complete
that, by the grace of God, he became
an inspired leader, a mightv tower of
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CHAPTER

Flnabaptists Who Z:ost the Way

=¥ he ministry of Menno Simons
was fruitful, and the Church
prospered during his lifetime.
He became an outstanding leader in
the Netherlands. Because of his influ-
ence and leadership, the Christian
Church became known as
Mennonites. However, the
Mennonites of Menno Simons’ time
were, in reality, the old Waldenses or
Anabaptists. Menno said, “I have
been called unworthily to this office
by a people who were willing to obey
Christ and His Word, who in the fear
of God led devoted lives, served their
neighbors in love, bore the cross of
persecution, sought the welfare and
salvation of all men, loved righteous-
ness and truth and abhorred wicked-
ness and unrighteousness.™

The Hlmsterites

In addition to the tue Anabaptists.
there were other Anabaptist groups
which did not hold to pure doctrine.
Some were fanatical or were even car-
ried awav with heresy. The following
tragedy is an example of what has hap-
pened when the biblical nonresistant
faith has been exchanged for the doc-
trines of men. In 1534 Jan Matthys and

his disciples came to the town of
Munster. The Anabaptists there had
been peaceful and nonresistant until
this time. Jan Matthys began preach-
ing an aggressive spirit of revolution to
them; this teaching soon replaced the
original nonresistant belief. He insist-
ed upon rebaptizing everyone, even if
they had already been baptized into
the Anabaptist faith. Within a few days,
fourteen hundred had accepted his
teachings. They sent disciples through-
out the land, preaching that the
Miinsterites would immediatelv usher
in the new kingdom of God on earth.
Meanwhile, the bishop of Minster,
who had previously been driven from
his responsibility, gathered a small
army to crush the revolt. When thev
laid siege to the town of Minster, Jan
Matthvs and his followers took up the
sword in defense. In April 1534, Jan
Matthvs was Killed while trying to
break through the bishop’s lines. This
left Jan van Leiden in command of
the fanatics. The bishop had the city
surrounded so no one could leave.
This also cut off the food supply into
the city. When the spring of 1535
came, every available foot of ground
within the walls was planted to seed.
As food became scarce, famine and
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the Bible. He was finally condemned
by the Church as a false prophet, but
he continued to promote his ideas
and strange experiences and gained a
following of supporters in Holland
and Belgium. Menno Simons wrote
letters of warning to the congrega-
tions concerning this false prophet
and firmly admonished the Jorists.
Although Joris taught humility and
self-denial, his teachings produced
self-righteous followers who were reli-
gious but not spiritual. Joris taught
that it was all right to pretend to be
Catholics or Protestants to avoid per-
secution. In time the group became
more ungodly, and it was evident that
they had lost the Anabaptist faith.’

The Hdamites

Adam Pastor was a German priest
who joined the Anabaptists in 1533.
For a time he was an able defender of
the faith. Somehow he lost faith in
some of the doctrines and began to
depend on his own reasoning. He did
not believe in the Trinity and held an

1. Mennonites in Ewrope, p. 194

erroneous view of Jesus’ relationship
to God. Menno Simons and other
brethren tried to persuade him to
reconsider his ideas. However, he
continued to put logic and reasoning
above the clear teachings of the
Bible, and he was excommunicated
from the Church in 1547. His follow-
ers were known as Adamites.’

Many times all Anabaptists were
erroneously thought of as being one
people. As can be seen, Anabaptism
actually included a number of differ-
ent groups. There were radical and
untrue churches which cast a doubt
or shadow on the claim of true believ-
ers. Notwithstanding, there remained
those who held to the true faith deliv-
ered to the apostles. This certainly
was, and is, the Church of the ages.

2. C. Henrv Smith, Smith’s Story of the Mennonites: Newton, Kans.: Faith and Life Press, 1981,

pp. 4748

3. The Mennonite Encyclopedia, Vol. 11, s.v. “David Joris,” pp. 17-19
4. Cornelius J. Dvck. An Introduction to Mennonite History, Third Edition: Scottdale, Penn.: Herald

Press, 1993, p. 108
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persecution intermingled with the dan-
gers of prosperity, it would seem that
almost nothing would have been left of
the Church and its doctrines. However,
God is faithful to His promise to be with
His own, even until the end of the
world. God has said that although heav-
en and earth should pass away, His Word
will not be destroyed. “And I say also
unto thee, That thou are Peter, and
upon this rock I will build my church;
and the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it” (Matthew 16:18). The Church
which obeys His Word will be preserved.

Various writers give references
indicating that there were also con-
gregations in Greece which were still
maintaining the apostolic doctrines
and principles. In 1540, the Turks
captured people from Moravia and
sold them as slaves in Thessalonica.
As these slaves became acquainted
with the people in the land of their
captivity, they noticed that the
Christians in Thessalonica lived and
believed the same doctrines as the
Anabaptists back in their homeland
of Moravia. When the Thessalonian
Christians heard about this, they
decided to send three brethren to
German Moravia to investigate.

The delegation first went 1o
Nickelsburg and asked the local priest
if there were such a people as thev
were seeking. The priest rode with
them in a carriage to a neighboring

Hutterite village. After they had dis-
cussed with them their life, conduct,
and articles of faith, the Thessalonian
Christians found they did not agree on
three articles. They could not agree
with the way the Hutterites kept the
avoidance, or with their belief in com-
mon ownership of property. The
Thessalonians also found that when
anyone would fall away from the belief
of the Hutterites, the things he owned
before becoming a member were not
given back to him, but were kept by
the Hutterites. Tears were shed when
it seemed their journey was in vain.

The priest then took them to an
Anabaptist church in the same area.
Again they discussed their articles of
faith. This time they found they agreed
on every point. They were all filled with
Jjoy and acknowledged each other as
brethren. Communion was held togeth-
er with gladness, confessing themselves
to be the true Church of God.

The Thessalonian brethren stated
that they still maintained the faith,
unchanged from the apostles’ time.
The letters which the apostle Paul
had written to them with his own
hand were stll preserved and in good
condition. They reported that at that
time there were still over thirty con-
gregations around Thessalonica.

One of the members of the dele-
gation was a tailor by trade. He left
his scissors with them as a memento.”

1. The Mennoniie Esinvlopedia. Vol. I1. sy “Flemish Mennonites,” p. 338

2. Martyrs Mirror, pp. 363-366

Chapter 17



[ ennonites of Switzerland
and the Palatinate

_n previous chapters, the

: Mennonites of the Netherlands
241 have been discussed. However,
there were Anabaptists in other parts
of Europe, also. Some of these places
were North Germany, Prussia,
Switzerland, and the Palatinate. The
Palatinate was an area west of the
Rhine river in southwest Germany not
too far north of Switzerland. Generally
speaking, the Anabaptists in all these
places suffered persecution. In some
countries, such as Austria, persecution
was so intense that Anabaptism was
almost entirely rooted out. In such
times of persecution, it was very diffi-
cult to maintain complete unity of
belief and practice. Communication
was slow, and it was dangerous for
large groups of Anabaptists to gather
at one place. Even so. records show
that there was much communication
among the Anabaptists of Europe,
especially among the leaders.

Even in the face of opposition and
persecution, there was a powerful
force working for unity—the Holy
Spirit and the Word of God working
in every believer. True believers who

Mennonites of Switzerland and the Palatinate
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read the Word with consecrated
hearts, having eyes anointed by the
Holy Spirit, are brought into the light
and become more united in their
understanding of the truth.

The Cighteen
lrticles of Laith

Statements or confessions of faith
also promoted unity. The most out-
standing was the Dordrecht
Confession, which is often referred to
as the Eighteen Articles of Fuith. These
articles were written in the first draft by
Adriaan Cornelisz. elder of the Flemish
Mennonite congregation at Dordrecht,
in Holland. On April 21, 1632, this
confession was adopted and signed in a
church conference by Flemish and
Frisian ministers. "In 1660 this confes-
sion was subscribed to by thirteen min-
isters of Alsace, and about the same
time the congregations in Switzerland,
when asked by the authorities for a
statement of their doctrine, handed
them this confession.”






confession...had become known in
South Germany and Switzerland at an
early date.”™ It is not known just how
much before 1660 this was.

Hlenmonites
the Halatinate

The Palatinate was the scene of
considerable Anabaptist activity. It is
said that during the sixteenth century
most of the population of the
Palatinate changed its religion five
times. First they were Catholic, then
Lutheran, then Reformed, back to
Lutheran, and again to Reformed.
This was in accordance with the prac-
tice of that time that religion of a
country should be determined by its
ruler. The frequent change of reli-
gion in the Palatinate at this time may
have been a contributing factor to the
survival and growth of Anabaptism.
Some of the rulers were rather toler-
ant and did not strictly enforce the
laws against the Anabaptists.

In the cruel Thirtv Years War
(1618-16481. the Palaunate was devas-
tated, and most of the Mennonites
were driven awav. Following the war
the ruler, Elector Karl Ludwiz. ceter-
mined to rebuild his wasted land. He
was willing to tolerate people ot other
taiths if thev were good farmers or arti-
sans. So it came about that he permit-
ted a limited number of Mennonites
from Switzerland to immigrate.

Menyonites of Switzerland and thy Palatinate
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However, they were only tolerated on
certain conditions. They could meet
for public worship, but not in a public
church house, and in no case could
such a meeting be attended by more
than twenty persons. They were to fur-
nish the authorities with lists of all
members of the congregations, and
they had to pav “protection money”
each year. Later they were allowed to
meet in larger groups, but were forbid-
den to admit anv non-Mennonites into
their meetings.

The Anabaptists of Switzerland
appreciated their native land and
wanted to stayv there, but due to
severe and continued persecution,
there were those who emigrated.
Some moved to the Palatinate, some
to Holland, and some to Prussia.
Later, some also moved to Russia.

In the vears 1671 and 1672, about
700 Swiss Mennonites emigrated to
the Palatinate. Because of the bitter
persecution, they arrived almost dest-
tute of material goods. with bundles
on their backs and infanws in their
arms. Thev were welcomed and
helped by their brethren of the
Palatinate. Considerable aid was sent
to them by the Dutch Mennonites.

The flus!,

A great division took place among the
South German Swiss Mennonites dur-
ing the vears 1693 to 1698. Jacob
Amman, a bishop of Switzerland.
began to teach and practice. among









persecuted, and many were martyred
for their faith. Menno Simons died in
1561. It is believed that the last Dutch
Mennonite martyr died in 1574. From
about that time, the Dutch
Mennonites enjoyed considerable lib-
erty, although some oppression con-
tinued for many more years.

Shortly after the death of Menno
Simons, some major divisions
occurred among the Mennonites. As
the main body became permissive,
materialistic, and worldly, some felt
they must withdraw in order to main-
tain a Church that would continue in
scriptural purity and spirituality.
Other smaller divisions that took
place later were caused by less worthy
motives. Strife and division are to be
deplored. The apostle Paul wrote that
there would be those promoting false
teachings. This shows more clearly
the contrast between those holding to
the truth and those in error.

The Mennonites were engaged in
the agricultural, textile, and lumber
industries, shipbuilding, and other busi-
nesses. "The overseas trade with
Greenland and whaling and herring
fishing were almost completelv in
Mennonite hands.” While material
prosperity was increasing. spiritualit
was declining. Many of the Mennonites
of Holland lived in towns and cites and
were engaged in business and the pro-
fessions. As thev became increasingly
worldl thev integrated more and more
into the business. social. and education-
al life of the world around them. They
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attended schools operated by other
churches or by secular agencies. Some,
being well educated, became doctors,
engineers, poets, and artists. “In the sev-
enteenth century a high percentage of
the medical doctors in the Netherlands
were Mennonite,™

There were those who strove for
many vears to live humble lives and to
keep the Church pure. Finally they,
too, lost the real essence of the faith.

In the Palatmate

The Mennonites of the Palatinate
were subject to many restrictive mea-
sures. One troublesome law, The Right
of Retraction, was put into effect in
1726. This law gave the Catholic and
Protestant citizens the right to buv
back at any time the land which the
Mennonites had purchased from
them. The Mennonites had to sell it
for the same price thev had paid. A
war-devastated farm which had been
bought for a low price and. by long,
hard work, had heen built back to
high productvin would have to be
sold back to the original owner at the
low purchase price. A limited form of
this law continued until 1801. This was
onlv one of the many difficulties which
the Mennonites of the Palatinate had
1o endure, and, no doubt, it con-
wibuted to their emigration.

[unmigration to Hinerica

It is unknown who was the first
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Mennonite to come to America.
About the year 1662, there was a
small settlement of Dutch
Mennonites on Delaware Bay, but in
time it was dissolved for unknown rea-
sons. At least one of the group was
later associated with the settlement at
Germantown, Pennsylvania.

Crossing the Atlantic then was not
as easy and pleasant as it is now. With
good weather, it took two to three
months. With adverse weather, it
could take much longer. Insufficient
food and water, as well as filth and
disease, were some of the problems
encountered. A Mennonite passen-
ger, Gottlieb Mittelburger, reported
“lice so thick that they had to be
scraped off.” In describing conditions
on board that immigrant ship, he said
most children under seven died.

The first permanent Mennonite
settlement in America was made at
Germantown, Pennsylvania, several
miles north of Philadelphia (it is now
part of that city). This came about
with the help of William Penn, the
peace-loving Quaker who secured
permission from the King of England
to establish an extensive tract of land
in America for a Quaker setdement,
According to legend. when Penn
came through Holland and Germam

Curreadie s

1
2. Ibid.
3

on his preaching tours, the
Mennonites were some of his warmest
friends. When he offered them a
home in his territory, which came to
be known as Pennsylvania, many of
them eagerly accepted his invitation.
The fear of hardship in the American
wilderness seemed better than the bit-
ter persecution they had experienced
for many generations in Europe.

The first settlers, a group of thir-
teen families, reached America on
October 6, 1683. After measuring off
divisions of land, work was begun dig-
ging cellars and erecting huts. Within
a year the settlement was well estab-
lished. New settlers were arriving from
time to time. Common family names
were Graff, Hendrick, Kolb, Funk,
Jansen, and Gottschalk. The first min-
ister was William Rittenhouse.

During the period of 1707-1736 sev-
eral thousand Mennonites immigrated
to Pennsylvania. Thev were practically
all of Swiss descent. some coming
from Switzerland and others from the
Palatinate. While other Mennonites
and Amish came to America later, it
was this Swiss group that carried the
true doctrine and practice.”

o Mennonite History, Third Edition. p. 130

.John Holdemuan. A History of the Church of God: Moundridge, Kans.: Gospel Publishers, 1978.

p. 64
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Since they didn’t have modern
medicine and hospitals like today,
they relied on home remedies handed
down from generation to generation.

Each community arranged for its
own school. There were no govern-
ment-operated public schools for the
common people, as in modern times.

While the Bible was the most
important book to be found in the
immigrants’ homes, there were other
books of importance. Some of the
first books published in America by
the Church were the Martyrs” Mirror
and a church hvmnal called the
Ausbund. These books, along with the
Bible, did much to preserve the vision
of the Church as a separate people. A
Mennonite worship service in 1750
would be much different than today,
although the basic meaning of it
would be the same. The meeting-
house was plain and simple. The
benches were crude flat planks with
legs but no backrests. At the front
there was a simple table on which the
minister laid his Bible and by which
he stood while preaching. The ser-
vices were conducted in German.
There was no Sundav school.

Other Settlements

With the coming of more
Mennonites to America, immigrants
began 1o settle in other areas of
Pennsvlvania. There are familiar names
that show up among the early settlers
in the Franconia district: Holdeman,
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Leatherman, Stauffer, Swartley, Yoder,
and Johnson, to name a few. Other
counties of Pennsylvania that were set-
ted in the 1700s were Bucks, Berks,
Lancaster, and Montgomery.

In time the expansion moved west-
ward into Ohio and Indiana. By the
early 1800s there were a number of
congregations in both states. The
Church began to recognize the need
for good order and leadership, and dis-
tricts were formed with ministers and
bishops to oversee the congregations.

The concerns felt by some of the
earlier Church leaders regarding the
spiritual decay were also shared by
later leaders, one of whom was
Minister Peter Eby. Some efforts were
put forth in his day to restore the
Church to faithfulness.

Amos Holdeman was a dedicated
(Old) Mennonite living in Wavne
County, Ohio. He enjoved reading
the Bible and Church history. This
studv gave him a deeper understand-
ing of both. He served as a postman,
member of the school board, and as a
teacher tfor one vear in the school
where he had been a student.

On January 31, 1832, a son, John,
was born to Amos and Nancy
Holdeman. This son later became a
leader of a new awakening with far-
reaching effects. A new chapter in the
history of the Church of God was
about to be written.
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He and his wife had six children, three living by farming. They had many hard-

of whom died in their childhood.’ ships and worked hard to pay debts.

In 1882 John Holdeman moved his The Church assisted them at times,
family to Jasper County, Missouri. The since he was needed in ministering to
entire congregation relocated in the new congregations he helped estab-
Missouri with him. Holdeman contin- lish. The last few years of his life were
ued to travel much in the interest of spent near Moundridge, Kansas.

the Church while he labored to make a

—_—

. A History of the Church of God, pp. 7. 119-120. The term (Old) Mennonite Clhurch distinguishes the
original Mennonites from the various branches of Mennonites today. Thev are known today as
the Mennonite Church, without the prefix (Old).

. Ihid. p. 121

Ibid. p. 122

. Ibid. pp. 122-123

. Inez Unruh, Portrait of a Prophet: North Newton, Kans: unpublished research paper, 1958
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tory of the background and migra-
tions of only two groups will be con-
sidered: the Kleine Gemeinde and
the Ostrogers.

During the time of Menno
Simons, some of the Dutch Mennon-
ites of Holland began settling in
northern Europe near the delta of
the Vistula and Nogat Rivers. Menno
Simons knew about these congrega-
tions. He had even visited among
them, as is shown in an encouraging
letter he wrote in 1549, “Exhortation
to a Church in Prussia.”

For many years Mennonites were
appreciated in this area for their dili-
gent efforts of building dams and
dikes. As a result of their work, much
wasteland became productive farm-
land. It appears that these
Mennonites continued longer in
keeping the true, Anabaptist faith
than did the Mennonites in Holland.

This region was under the rule of
Poland untdl 1772, when Frederick
the Great from the German Empire
took control over it. He guaranteed
the Mennonites exemption from mili-
tary service. providing they would pay
five thousand talers annually for the
military school at Culm. However. by
the late 1700s, Prussia became
stronger in military strength and
began to take away their privilege of
military exemption. What a disap-
pointment it was to these people!
Thev had come to appreciate and
enjov this area as their home for
many vears. Sadlv thev began to con-

Mennonite Migrations
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sider moving on in search of a land of
religious freedom.

When emigration from Prussia
finally came about, almost half the
Mennonites moved. Upon the invita-
tion of Czarina Catherine II, they
chose various areas of south Russia
for their new homes. There were
large settlements along the Chortitz
River, and also farther south along
the Molotschna River. Another group
of Mennonites settled in various
colonies in the Ostrog district in the
province of Volhynia. These immi-
grants soon settled in their new land
and devoted themselves to farming,
dairying, linen-weaving, and other
trades. Those who remained in
Prussia were more worldly and liberal-
minded on nonconformity and non-
resistance than those who emigrated.
Also, many who staved in Prussia were
more wealthy Mennonites, and for
that reason had not been allowed to
leave by the Prussian government.
Most of them eventually lost the
vision of the Anabaptist forefathers.

The Kleine Semeinde

In 1814 the Kleine Gemeinde
(Little Church) had its beginning in
the Molotschna settlement. Although
they were rightlv concerned about
the lack of spiritual life in the church-
es of that area. they lacked clear Bible
teaching on conversion and the assur-
ance of salvation.’

The Mennonite settlements in



Russia prospered materially and grew
in numbers. Eventually new colonies
were formed in other areas. However,
dark clouds were on the horizon. The
Mennonites thought that the privi-
leges given them by the Russian gov-
ernment were permanent, but in
1870 a law was passed that removed
these special rights, including exemp-
tion from military service. Numerous
visits with government officials failed
to resolve the problem, and many
among them felt they would need to
leave Russia to find a place of reli-
gious freedom.

When news of the unrest among
the Mennonites in Russia reached
America, the Canadian and United
States governments extended invita-
tions to settle their frontiers. The fol-
lowing privileges were offered them
by Canada: (1)exemption from mili-
tary service, (2)one hundred sixty
acres of free land per family, (3)free-
dom of religion, (4)the freedom to
use the German language, and
(3)control of their own schools.

In 1874 and 1875, the Kleine
Gemeinde migrated to the New
World. The majorite of the immi-
grants of 1874 seuled in Manitoba.
Their leader, Peter Toews. came with
a deep concern for his own salvation
and the well-being of his people. He
stucdied the Bible as well as the writ-
ings of the Anabaptist and Mennonite
forefathers in search of the true
faith.” Some common familv names of
this group were Barkman, Dueck,

Enns, Friesen, Giesbrecht, Hiebert,
Isaac, Penner, Toews, Wohlgemuth,
and others.

The Ostmgers

During this same period of time,
another group of Dutch Mennonites
was inspired with reports of religious
freedom in America. These people
have been referred to as Ostrogers
since they came from several colonies
near the city of Ostrog in the
province of Volhynia, Russia.

The Russian government tried to
persuade these productive Mennonite
farmers to stay. When they finally
decided to migrate to America in
1874 and 1875, it involved great sacri-
fice. Many colonists had their life’s
savings invested in the improvements
they had made on their homesteads.
The new owners took advantage of
them and, as a result, thev were
reduced to poverty when thev were
forced to sell evervthing at extremely
low prices. Manv were not even left
with enough monev to get to
America! Thev earnestly cried to God
for direction and appealed to the
American Mennonites, who graciously
helped them move to the New World.

Though they believed the Lord
was leading them, it was a sad and
dreadful day when thev left their
homes and all that was familiar and
left for a foreign country across the
great Atlantic Ocean.

There were several groups of immi-
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grants who came during this time.
They settled in various states, includ-
ing South Dakota, Ohio, and Kansas.
A group arrived in Hutchinson,
Kansas, one cold miserable winter
night. These destitute people were
without homes and money. A special
committee was organized by the
Mennonite Board of Guardians, called
the Kansas Relief Committee, to help
these people. The following spring
these committees, together with the
Santa Fe Railroad Company, helped
the whole group to settle in Lone Tree
Township, McPherson County, Kansas.
Some common family names among
them were Becker, Boese, Buller,

1. Complete Woitings of Menno Simons, pp. 1030-1035

Dirks, Eck, Jantz, Johnson, Koehn,
Nichols, Nightengale, Ratzlaff,
Schmidt, Unruh, and Voth. This group
greatly appreciated the aid given them
by these good-hearted Americans.

What became of these Ostrogers
who came to be known as the helpless
Poles? David S. Holdeman, a member
of the Church of God in Christ,
Mennonite, who served on the Kansas
Relief Committee, saw the spiritual
and material plight of these people.*
He invited his nephew, John
Holdeman, to visit them. The Lord
was opening the way for a revival,
which will be studied in the next
chapter.

9. The Meinonite Encyelopedia, Vol. 111, s.v. "Kleine Gemeinde.” pp. 196-199
3. John M. Penner. A Concise History of the Church of God: Moundridge. Kans.: Gospel Publishers,

1986, pp. 77-33

4. Abe J. Unruh, The Helpless Poles: Moundridge, Kans.: Gospel Publishers, 1991, p.175
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Hlap Explanations

1. The first Mennonites appear to
have moved from the areas of the
Lower Rhine to America between
1683 and 1705. Numbering about
100, they settled in Germantown,
Pennsylvania.

2. The second wave of several
thousand (between 3,000 and 5,000)
came between the years 1707 and
1756. Some came from mountain
areas of Switzerland, while others
came from the Palatinate. These also
settled in Pennsylvania. Some of the
first Amish came in this wave.

3. From 1815 to 1860, about 3,000
Amish Mennonites moved from Alsace,
Bavaria, and Hesse and settled in Ohio,
Ontario, Indiana, and Illinois.

4. Between 1830 and 1860 about
300 Mennonites left Switzerland and
settled in Ohio and Indiana.

5. In the years 1865 to 1895 about
300 Mennonites of Swiss origin left
the Palatinate and settled in Ohio,
Indiana. and linois.

6. Much greater numbers came
over in the sixth wave. When Russia
would no longer guarantee perma-

Mennonite Migrations

nent military exemption in the 1870s,
about 18,000 Mennonites mostly of
Dutch origin left Russia. About
10,000 settled in Minnesota, South
Dakota, Nebraska, and Kansas.
Another 8,000 settled in Manitoba.
An additional 400 Mennonites left
Poland and settled in Kansas and
South Dakota.

7. Following World War 1, from
1922 1o 1930, about 25.000
Mennonites fled from Russia to
escape communism. About 21,000 of
them settled in Canada, and the rest
of them settled in Paraguay, Brazil,
and Mexico.

8. The eighth wave was composed of
about 35,000 Mennonites who left
Russia in 1941 to 1943 during World
War II with the help of the German
army. Unfortunately, almost two-thirds
of them were recaptured by the
Russians and forced to return to Russia,
but about 12,000 were able to escape.
Of these, about 7,000 settled in
Canada, and the rest in South America.
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Church have kept the door of the
kingdom open to every nation and
people who truly want to be saved.

While every true Christian is a
soul-winner for the Lord, there have
been zealous brethren who have sacri-
ficed much to spread the gospel.
Minister John Holdeman was one
such man. He traveled extensively
and wrote much in the service of the
kingdom. Holdeman had the vision
that the gospel would be spread into
all the world before the end of time.
To understand the difficulty of fulfill-
ing this conviction, remember that
travel was slow in those days. Thev did
not have jet airliners to transport peo-
ple around the globe.

Revival /bnong
the Ostrogers

In 1878 John Holdeman was invit-
ed to visit the destitute Ostrogers who
settled in the Lone Tree Township of
central Kansas. Worship services were
held in their homes. Holdeman
preached to them the pure doctrine of
the apostolic faith. Sevenn souls were
converted and baptized upon the con-
fession of their faith. Within a vear.
two ministers and two deacons were
elected. A sod church building was
built. Bv 1882, there were several small
congregations and over two hundred
members in the state of Kansas.

In 1882, Tobias Unruh, a preacher

from another church, was converted
and baptized. He was later called of
God and the Church to the ministry
and became an influential evangelist.

Revival flnong

the Kleine Semeinde

For some time Minister John
Holdeman corresponded with Peter
Toews, a respected leader among the
Kleine Gemeinde group that settled
in Manitoba in 1874-1875. Later he
was invited to visit among them,
which he did. Peter Toews began to
see that John Holdeman was preach-
ing the true faith of their forefathers,
the very thing he was searching for.
Others also shared this feeling.

In 1881 and 1882, with Ministers

John Holdeman and Mark Seiler as

evangelists, there was a revival among
the Kleine Gemeinde. One hundred
sixty-five souls, including Peter Toews,
were baptized into the Church upon
the testimony of their experiences of
the new birth. Out of this group came
manv able leaders and writers to serve
in the growing Church. Within two
vears. five ministers had been chosen
and ordained.

The period from 1882 until the
first World War was a verv important
one for the rapidly growing Church.
Conferences were held in which basic
doctrines held by the Church of God
throughout the ages were recon-
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firmed and supported. To strengthen
the brotherhood and to propagate
the faith, the publication of two peri-
odicals was begun. Because the
preaching and teaching in those days
was in German, the Botschafter der

Wahrheit was printed in that language.

As the language used in the Church
shifted from German to English, the
need arose for an English publica-
tion, and the Messenger of Truth came
into being.

The Growth of the Church

101

As God blessed the early Church,
even so He blessed the growing
brotherhood as “they continued
steadfastly in the apostles” doctrine
and fellowship” (Acts 2:42).
Nevertheless, conditions leading to
World War I were developing in the
world. With war comes the test of
faith and lovalty. The Church would
need to cope with the crises brought
by the world wars.




CHAPTER 2

The Christian in sze of War
World War [

esus taught the way of love, even
“for one’s enemies. That is why

Christians believe war and violence

are wrong. They are called consci-
entious objectors to war (COs). Their
conscience does not permit them to
take part in war, violence, or to harm
anyone in any way. They believe the
Scriptures, the example of Christ, and
the Holy Spirit teach against it. In some
countries, the governments have per-
mitted Christians to claim this right or
privilege. This is often taken for grant-
ed, but there has been a price attached.

Both the Canadian and United States

governments have granted the privilege
to their citizens to worship God accord-
ing to their conscience. However,
exemption from taking part in war has
come with a cost. In World War I, this
exempuon was not granted in the
United States, as it was in Canada.

Hiennonites i Canada

Woorld War |

The Dominion of Canada was
organized in 1867. Just a vear later a

militia law was passed which provided
that Quakers and Mennonites were
exempt from military service. “In
1873 an Order of Council of the
Dominion government promised
complete exemption from all military
service to the Mennonites who were
about to migrate from Russia to west-
ern Canada.”™

When Great Britain entered World
War I, Canada was also drawn into
the war, since it was a part of the
British Commonwealth. In 1917
Canada enacted a law requiring mili-
tary service for all able voung men.
There was considerable confusion for
a while on the interpretation of this
law because some local officials felt
that Mennonites should serve in the
militarv. although not on the actual
battletield. The special exemption of
1573 held firm, however, so that the
brethren were not faced with severe
testing as were the voung men from
the United States. There was, howev-
er, some opposition from local
Canadian citizens who did not appre-
ciate the special freedoms granted to
the Mennonites.
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be trained for the armed services. He
decided to give his heart to the Lord
and follow Him regardless of the cost.
Upon his confession of faith, he was
baptized into the Church of God in
Christ, Mennonite.

At that ume, there were no alter-
natives for conscientious objectors.
They were drafted and sent to the
military training camps. They then
came under military law, which was
more rigid than civilian law.
Disobedience to an order made one
subject to court-martial and severe
punishment. In September 1917
Noah Leatherman was sent to Camp
Funston in Kansas, one of the worst
places to which a conscientious objec-
tor could be sent.

A military atmosphere is designed to
have a disciplinary effect upon anyone
who is under it. The continual influ-
ence of the uniforms, discipline, sched-
ules, music, instructions, and training is
intended to make soldiers out of voung
men and to teach them to obey without
question every order given.

This military environment was quite
a change for a voung man who was
used to a home influenced by
Christian teachings. devotons. and
church attendance. Suddenly Noah
[eatherman found himself facing this
militarv law in reality. Of the thousands
of voung men called to service, only a
tew wok a stand as conscientious
objectors. This was indeed difficult.

The conscientious objectors were
subjected to rough treatment because

104

they refused to be part of the war
machine. For this reason, they could
not obey certain orders from the offi-
cers. They were taken to the guard-
house, where soldiers mistreated them
severely. Some were bayoneted. Some
were beaten. Others were ordered out
of bed on cold nights and made to
stand outside for hours or days at a
time in bad weather with their arms
outstretched while the soldiers
ridiculed them. At times conscientious
objectors were made to run as fast as
they could while being chased by men
on motorcycles. Mock trials were held
in which they were tried and sen-
tenced to death. At other times men
would be sent to argue with them. The
men told them they were wrong and
read verses from the Bible, attempting
to convince them that fighting was
right for Christians or that it was a
Christian’s duty to do whatever the
government ordered him to do.

For Noah Leatherman. the second
year in the military camp was a time
of testing. As punishment. he was
given onlv bread and water for not
doing the work he was ordered to do.
At dmes all tood was withheld. His
cot was taken away from him, and he
had to sleep on the floor. He was
required to wear a cap that said, “CO
Won't Work.” One snowv day he was
forced to take a cold shower and
stand all day on the north side of the
barrack. Another time he and others
had to stand for hours while a guard
held a rifle on them. Theyv did not
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dare to make the slightest move or
speak to each other. This harassment
continued day after day.

Many efforts were made to put
fear into the young men’s hearts.
One day three young soldiers were
hung for their disobedience.
Everyone in the camp, the COs as
well as the soldiers, was required to
watch this execution.

God was near to these young men.
Precious hours were spent in some
quiet spot where they spent time
reading their Bibles, praying, and
encouraging one another. The Lord
comforted them with peace, and lift-
ed their spirits.

The Lord also worked in the
hearts of the officers. At times some
of them listened to the discussions
and Bible classes. Some officers felt
sympathetic toward them and would
have liked to help them. One cap-
tain’s wife wrote her husband a letter,
warning him to be very careful with
these men. These conscientious
objectors were strong witnesses for
the truth.

Germanv surrendered on
November 11. 1918. and the armistice
was signed. For conscientious objec-
tors, this was an uncertain time. Thev
had been court-martaled and were
awaiting their sentences. On
November 12, they received orders o
begin nwenty-five year sentences in
the federal prison at lL.eavenworth.
Kansas. As thev prepared for depar-
ture to the penitentiary. the return of
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the soldiers from abroad was begin-
ning. While there was rejoicing that
the war was over, Noah Leatherman
and the other conscientious objectors
faced the depressing prospect of
twenty-five years in prison. But when
the officers asked them whether they
were sorrv thev had not accepted
orders, one of them replied, “No, sir,
if I had it to do over again, I would
do the same thing.” Thev knew they
had done what was right.

Life in prison was not easy. Days
were dreary and filled with work. The
food was poor with little variety. The
discipline was severe, with solitary
confinement for those who did not
comply. There was no freedom or
consideration for personal feelings.

It was helpful to Noah
Leatherman that there were quite a
number of other voung men who
took the same stand. While in prison
he became acquainted with four
Hutterites who had spent some time
in Alcatraz, a prison in Calitornia.
The cruel treatment received upon
entering the prison at Leavenworth
resulted in the death of ovo. These
voung men w0k the Word of God
seriousiv when it says, “Love vour ene-
mies. Do good to all men. The ser-
vant of the Lord must not strive.”

After about two months in prison,
Noah Leatherman picked up a news-
paper and saw his name among oth-
ers who were to be released from
prison! Within four days, he was on
his wav home.



When Noah Leatherman was
released, he was compelled to accept
payment for the time he had served.
He did not want to do this, but he
accepted it upon the condition that he
would return it to the United States
Treasury, which he did as soon as he
got home and had the opportunity.

The faithfulness of the conscien-
tious objectors in World War I helped
pave the way for exemption from mil-
itary service in the wars that followed.

There have been many good men in
government who have realized that
prison is not the place for Christian
men. To be faithful to what is right is
very important.

1. Guy F. Hershberger. Wan Peace, and Nonresistance: Scottdale, Penn.: Herald Press, 1969, p. 120
2. Noah Leatherman. Diary by Noah H. Leatherman: Rosenort, Man.: PrairieView Press
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Germany, believe they can conquer the
whole world. He told his people, “We
shall be masters of the earth,” and they
set out to accomplish this.

In the late summer of 1939, the
German armies invaded Poland, plung-
ing Europe, and later the world, into
one of the most terrible wars in historv.
Canada entered the war almost imme-
diately, and the United States entered
the war in 1941 after Japan bombed
Pear] Harbor in Hawaii.

As World War 1I approached, lead-
ers of the peace churches
(Mennonites, Friends or Quakers,
and the Church of the Brethren)
began to recall experiences of World
War L. Theyv remembered how citizens
who opposed war had been mistreat-
ed in military camps and how
Christians were not respected for
their beliefs and their love for all
men. A delegation from the peace
churches approached the United
States and Canadian governments to
make them aware of the Christians’
convictions regarding nonresistance
and military service.

In 1940 these governments hon-
ored their convictions. allowing such
people to do work of national impor-
tance under civilian direcuon in ieu
of military service. It was called alter-
native service because it was an alter-
native granted to those who did not
believe in joining the army. Many
young men worked on government
projects such as dam building, forest
service, and others.

The governments of both Canada
and the United States required that
all young men register as potential
soldiers at eighteen vears of age. After
this they were required to fill out a
questionnaire to determine whether
their convictions qualified them for
alternative service.

Conscientious objectors were fre-
quently called cowards for not going
to war. It takes courage to stand up
for the truth, but the Scriptures
teach, “We ought to obey God rather
than men” (Acts 5:29). It takes
courage to show love when others
hate or misunderstand vou.

In the United States, three young
men from central Kansas, members
of the Church of God in Christ,
Mennonite, were going to Ft.
Leavenworth, Kansas, for their phvsi-
cal examinations. As thev boarded
the bus, it was soon evident to the
other boys, also going for phvsicals,
that these were conscientious objec-
tors. They began to question the
brethren concerning their stand
regarding participation in war. They
threatened to molest them if they
were going to take the conscientious
objectors’ stand. The other boyvs got a
razor and scissors and approached
she three brethren, cutting up their
hair. leaving it disfigured. They took
the razor to their beards and, in the
process, even cut their faces. When
the bus stopped at an eating place,
one of the brethren was forced to go
inside for a glass of beer. It so hap-
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Civilian Public Service camp at Fort Collins, Colorado. This camp was administered by Mennonite
Central Committee, and there were more than 400 young men who were stationed at this camp at one
time or another. Thirty-six different religious denominations were represented. The work consisted of
projects directed by the Soil Conservation Service.




Mennonite Central Committee, a
relief and peace witness organization
supported by the North American
Mennonite churches. This organiza-
tion was helpful to the Church in dis-
tributing material relief overseas on
other occasions, also.

What did the Church gain
through the war experiences?

(1)It made the Church recognize
more clearly the need to be consistent
in the peace stand both in times of war
and of peace. (2)It helped the Church
to realize more keenly the need to be
grounded in the faith of the fore-
fathers. (3)It helped the Church to
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realize more clearly the need to witness
of the kingdom of peace to the trou-
bled world. (4)It moved the Church to
compassion, causing her to share the
blessings of prosperity with a needy
world in relief and mission work. (5)It
moved the Church in thankfulness to
God and the governments for the privi-
lege to live the faith, even in times of
national crisis.

If the governments had not given
the Church consideration, her young
men might all have been sent to prison,
killed, or forced to leave the country.












the Church would sponsor only one
kind of alternative service, a voluntary
service program. Voluntary service
units were established under the
administration of CPS. Houses were
rented or purchased. Married couples
were placed in the unit houses when-
ever possible to serve as houseparents.
The units that involved working in
hospitals included Grand Rapids,
Michigan; Kansas City and Halstead,
Kansas; Tulsa and Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma; Reedley, California;
Albuquerque, New Mexico; and
Lebanon, Oregon. Other brethren
served in agricultural projects and in
foreign missions, teaching schools,
building roads, and helping the poor.
Several brethren who spent time in
Haiti and Mexico were responsible
for providing food-for-work projects,
deworming programs, building roads,
and providing relief for the poor.
One example of this was in Haiti
where food-for-work projects were
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used to distribute commodities. One
small can of rice and one can of
beans were given for a day’s work. Up
to fifty people would respond, even
though only a few could be used.
Nutrition centers were set up to pro-
vide food for malnourished children
and instruction for their mothers.

In the early 1970s, Selective
Service, the government agency that
administered the draft system, altered
the draft by introducing the lottery
system. This system drafted only those
whose lottery numbers were below an
official cutoff point. Fewer and fewer
men were drafted untl, in 1973, the
draft ceased altogether. Soon the
units were closed down.

Who knows what the future holds?
There are disputes and armed con-
flicts in many regions of the world.
God only knows what the future
holds. His children are assured that
He will not forsake His own.















included assistance in building foot-
bridges, digging irrigation canals, and
draining swamps. Health services in
the Philippines have included the
treatment of tuberculosis and harelip
repair surgeries. These programs
have been successful and very reward-
ing, and at the end of 1994 there
were 218 members on the islands.

In 1976 a serious earthquake
struck Guatemala. A million people
were left homeless, and 22,000 peo-
ple were killed. Another committee,
Christian Disaster Relief (CDR),
which responds to disasters of many
kinds, sent more than 200 workers to
Guatemala to help in the rebuilding
efforts. After the rebuilding work
ended, mission workers were sent,
and in time the Church was estab-
lished in Guatemala.

After Hurricane Gilbert struck the
island of Jamaica on September 11,
1988, and caused great destruction,
CDR sent workers to build shelrers
and homes. Later this project was
ransferred to CPS, and a voluntary
service unit was opened. These relief
efforts ultimatelv led to the General
Mission Board's involvement in
Jamaica, where mission work contin-
ues and members have been baptized.

In 1972 mission work began in
Belize, both among the Kleine
Gemeinde people and the Mava
Indians. There has also been interest
shown bv others of Spanish back-
ground. In 1975 mission workers
were sent to the Dominican Republic,
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which shares the island of Hispaniola
with the country of Haiti.

India is a large, populous nation
tfrom which many tract requests have
come. Although it has been difficult
to secure long-term visas, numerous
missionaries have been sent for short
periods of time to India, and the first
members were baptized into the
Church in 1967.

Beginning in 1967, a number of
families from North America settled
in Brazil and began establishing con-
gregations there. This has been a suc-
cessful effort in mission work by colo-
nization. Many Brazilians have been
converted and baptized, becoming
members of those congregations. The
Church in Brazil has also reached out
into other parts of the country, both
with mission workers and an effective
literature program.

Unexpected events in Europe in
the early 1990s provided the mission
program with both opportunities and
challenges. The decline and collapse
of communism in the U.S.S.R. and
other European countries opened the
wav for the gospel to be spread, espe-
ciallv through literature distribution.

The Church has also sent mission
workers to different places in North
America through the vears. In 1943 a
work was begun among Spanish-
speaking people in the Trementina-
Tucumcari area of New Mexico. A
small church developed. Also, this
was the location of a Christian Public
Service unit that served as the home
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of the Preparatory Classes for a num-
ber of years.

Mission work began in Arizona
with the Navajo Indians in 1951.
Because of a severe drouth in the late
1940s, the Indians were living in
extreme poverty. Several truckloads of
relief goods were sent by the Church
to the reservation in 1951, and those
involved became concerned because
of the great need of schools. Herman
and Sadie Frank were the first mis-
sion workers, and by fall of 1951 Irvy
and Imogene Goossen had arrived
and opened a small school, which
grew into a boarding school that was
operated for a number of years.

A mission was established in 1951
among the Sunchild and Baptiste
River Indian reserves for Cree and
Chippewa Indians in northern
Alberta. The government offered to
build schools if the teachers would be
supplied by the Church. A nurse and
helper were provided to care for the
sick, and a children’s home was also
operated for homeless children.

Also in 1951 work was begun sixty
miles east of Fort Vermilion, Alberta,
at the Little Red River Post. This
remote location could be reached by
boat and plane in the swmmer and
bv plane or dogsled i1 the wintern
This work, which did not las: man

years, consisted of some agricultural
work and some medical care.

Since 1950 several congregations
have been established among the
Amish and other conservative church
groups in the eastern United States.
More recently, interest in the gospel
and the Church has come from many
places, and U.S.A. Missions and
Missions Canada have responded by
sending mission workers to numerous
communities in both countries. In
connection with this, many families
have moved from older, established
congregations to some of these places
to promote the growth of the
Church. Mission activity has been car-
ried to the large cities of New York
City, New York; Los Angeles and
Anaheim, California; Albuquerque,
New Mexico; and Montreal, Quebec.
Some of these missions are operated
in cooperation with voluntarv service
units sponsored by CPS.

In North and South America. and
around the world. God is calling
many people to be His children and
to come to His Church. He is also
making it possible that His Church
can take the gospel to many people,
with »oth literature and workers. He
1+ «tiil asking His followers to fulfill
the Great Commission.

R #orie Moundridge, Kans.: Gospel Publishers, 1984, p.25

2 Ine7 Unvub Toocvsgive Yoo of Misdons: North Newton. Kans.: unpublished research paper.
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God, which is the church of the living
God, the pillar and ground of the
truth” (1Timothy 3:15). Truth never
changes. The Church holds to the
truth through changing times. She
has come through the struggles of the
ages as the true bride of Jesus Christ.
As the world has changed, the
Church has faced difficult situations,
but God has always made a way for
her to remain pure in doctrine and
practice. The reason the Church has
been able to stand throughout the
ages is because she is built upon Jesus
Christ and the changeless Word of
God (Matthew 16:18; John 1:1, 14).
She receives direction from God
through the Holy Spirit, the third
person of the Trinity, who has been
sent into the world to “guide you into
all ruth” (John 16:13). It has been
the Holy Spirit who has given guid-
ance to the Church to cope with the
many changes that have come
through the centuries—through
times of peace, war, persecution,
adversity and prosperity, as well as
other changes and modern inven-
tions of men. The Holv Spirit has
given guidance where there is no
clear teaching in the Bible to relv
upon for direction.

Principles the Church has raught
from the beginning are moderation.
simplicity. and separation from the
world. Jesus and the apostles taught
that Christians are not to become
involved in anvthing that robs them
of spiritual life. When self-life is evi-
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dent, spiritual vision becomes dim.
This hinders the Christian’s witness
and light to the world.

At different times Conferences
and ministerial councils have been
held to find solutions to problems
being faced at a particular time. This
is a time of much prayer and concern
as the Church gathers for direction.
The guidance of the Holy Spirit is
sought, and an open discussion fol-
lows. God leads in forming a resolu-
tion or Conference decision regard-
ing the issue or question under dis-
cussion. In this wav God has kept His
people united and has charted a
course for the Church through
changing times.

In the early 1900s a need was felt
for more instruction in the Word of
God. The Church considered making
Sunday school a part of the Sundav
morning services. Sunday school was
accepted and has been a real blessing.

Modern education has changed
considerably in the past fiftv vears. At
one time. small rural schools provid-
ed the children with their basic edu-
cation. Todav. there are large consoli-
dated public schools. Unchristian the-
ories. such as evolution, are taught.
and much emphasis is placed on
sports and activities that are not prop-
er for Christians. Bible reading and
praver have been removed. and vio-
lence, disrespect for authority, and
other undesirable practices have
increased. These, together with the
emphasis on higher education,
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caused the Church much concern. In
about 1970, a few of the congrega-
tions of the Church in the southern
United States began operating their
own schools. These were started in
areas where the problems with the
public system were most outstanding.
This effort continued, and by 1992
almost every congregation had a
school in operation. God has led and
blessed this effort in many ways: with
dedicated teachers, financial means,
and cooperation from the authorities
and government.

Principles do not change as times
change. However, basic principles
need to be applied to changing times.
Because something is new does not
necessarily mean it is wrong. However,
it is not wise to accept a new thing too
quickly just because it is convenient or
useful (Luke 16:15). Through the
ages, the people of God have been
cautious about accepting new inven-
tions or conveniences; rather, they
should take time to prove the will of
God first. This carefulness and depen-
dence on the leading of the Holy
Spirit has enabled the Church to
maintain her identitv through chang-
ing times. There are many inventons
that have proven to be useful and
beneficial to the Church when used in
moderation. Some of these are the
automobile. equipment for farming
and business. the telephone. elecurici-
ty, and air travel.

The people of God have historical-
ly been employed in farming or small

trades as a means of earning their
livelihood, usually living in rural areas
and communities. As economic con-
ditions have made it more difficult to
enter farming, and as increasing
numbers of people from other walks
of life have become part of the
Church, there is a widening diversity
in emplovment and enterprises. The
Church has given guidance in these
areas, and God has promised suffi-
cient grace for those who are faithful
and true to their Christian beliefs,
whatever their circumstances. It is
required of all Christians to be identi-
fied as followers of Christ, witnessing
for Him in daily life and conduct.

In former years it was customary
for children to care for their parents
in their own homes during their par-
ents’ declining years. In recent vears
the Church has built and operated
homes for the elderlv. By this means
the Church has become involved in
another important field of ministrv
and ouwreach.

The Spirit and the bride say come
(Revelaton 22:171. The Spirit’s
earnest promptings have brought
about an awakening within the
Church as the bride of Christ. In
recent times, God has again called
the Church nearer to Himself. A
renewed vision of the role of the
Church in the end time has been
received. With Jesus at the head of
His Church. there is no need to fear
the future. Many predict dark and
troublesome times ahead. God has
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not failed His Church in the past, and
He will not in the future. The floods
cannot destroy the foundation. All
the darkness Satan musters cannot
extinguish the light.

The Church today upholds the
principles of faith and doctrine that
she has embraced through the ages.
God’s Church has weathered many
storms. Sometimes the light grew dim,
but it did not go out. Persecution
tried to bleed the Church to death.
Other organizations have tried to
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weaken her. Times of prosperity and
ease have tested her resolve. Empires
and kingdoms have risen and fallen,
and nations have come and gone.
Man’s way of living has undergone
tremendous changes, but God and
His Word remain the same. The
Church of God in Christ has survived,
confirming the statement of Christ in
Matthew 16:18, “Upon this rock I will
build mv church; and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it.” This is our
heritage.






lossary

Albigenses al'b jen’ sez Constantine  kdn’ stan ten
apostolic a' poa std’ lik Constantinople  kdn' stan to no’ pel
Ausbund 0s’ bant Crescens kres’ ans
Culm calm
Baptiste bap tis’ te Cyprian sip’ re an
Basil ba’ zol Czar zar
Blaurock blau’ rak
Bogomil ba go meé(o)l’ Dietrich de’ trik
Bohemia bo he’ me o Diognetus di dh' jo né’ tas
Bolsward bals’ word Donatist dan’ o tist
Bosporus bos’ pa ros Dordrecht dor’ drekt
Botschafter der Wahrheit
bot’ shaf tor der var® hit Eby € be
Byzantine biz’ on ten Erasmus i raz’ mas
Eusebius vi s€’ be as
Cadoux ko di’
Cathars kath’ ars Flemish flem’ ish
Catholicism ko thal’ 5 siz' am Franciscan fran sis” kan
Cerinthus se rin’ thas Friesland frez” land
Chortitz kor’ tets Frisian frizh™ an
Cologne ko lon’
,ZL‘()HUHHL‘ZHS! (@]Z{LZE
o—abut e-red O—-orbit
ar—further c—east oi-boy
a—ash 1-hit ti—loot
a-race i-ice u—foot
a-mop. mar O-Tow —primary accent
ch—chin o—thaw '—secondary accent

Pronunciation guide adapted from Merriam Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, Tent;
Ediric=. Merrtam-Webster. Inc.. Springfield. Massachusetts.
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Gnosticism

Grebel gra’ bol pa’ra h(6) se’ fran ces’ ko

Paulician pa li’ sh(é)on
heretic her’ o' tik Philips, Dietrich fil" ips de’ trik
hippodrome hip’ 5 drom' Philips, Obbe fil’ ips o’ be
Hutterite ha’ ta rit. Pingjum peng’ yom

Polycarp pd’ Ii karp
Ignatius ig na’ sh(e)as Priscillian pri sil” yan
Irenaeus i'ré ne’ as

Ritter rit’ ar
Jantz, Klass  jants klas Rohrer ror’ ar
Kleine Gemeinde Kkli' na ge min’ do  Seidner sid’ nar
Knipperdolling ni' por dal’ ling Sembert sem’ bart

Sergius sar’ j(e)as
Leeuwarden la’vard' an Smyrna smar’ na
Libeck I’ bek Snyder, Sicke snr’ dar sek’ ka
Lyons lé o(n)’ Sylvanus sil van’ as
Manz mantz Tertullian tor tal’ yon
Matthys, Jan ma tés’ yin taler ta’ lor
Milan mo lan’ Theophorous thé af’ 6 ras
Molotschna  mo ldtch’ nd Thessalonica the so 13’ ni ka
Montanism  méan’ ton i’ zom Trajan tra’ jon
Montanus moan ta’ nas Trementina  tre men té’ na
Moravia mo ra’ ve o Twisck twisk
Muhammad mo6 ha’ mad
Munster moan’ stor Utrecht v trekt
Nickelsburg  nik’ als borg Vallenses va len’ ses
Nogat no’ gat
Novatian no va shan van Braght, Thieleman
Nuremberg  nur’ am boarg van brakt te (3)]' mon

van Leiden, Jan van I den yan
Ostrog os’ trak van den Hove, Anneken

van den hof's dn’ na kan
Palatinate po la’ t(9)n-at Vistula vis’ cha ls
papacy pa’ pa se Volhynia val en’ yo
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nas’ ta siz' am

Parra, José Francisco



Waldenses wal den’ sez'
Waterlanders wa’ tor landors'
Witmarsum  vit mar’ sam

Zurich zor 1k
Zwingli, Ulrich  zwing’ le al’ rik

Dronomnema Gt

cJ
s—abut e-red O—orbit
ar—further c—east ol-boy
a—ash 1-hit u-loot
a-race i-ice u—foot
a-mop. mar O-row —primary accent
ch—chin O—thaw '—secondary accent

Pronunciauon guide adapted from Merriam Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, Tenth
Edition. Merriam-Webster. Inc.. Springfield. Massachusetts.
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